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Crown Prince 
urges solutions 
to all problems 


Bj John Rice 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said Sun- 
day the world has a brief oppor- 
tunity to solve the Arab- Israeli 
crisis in the wake of the Gulf war, 
and he stressed the need for 
economicas well as potiticaTsolu- 
tions. 

“There is a window of oppor- 
tunity of one year,” Prince Has- 
san said in an interview with the 
Associated Press. 

“Maybe some Israelis think 
they can wait out that year,'' he 
added. “I think that is a major 
miscalculation in terms of region- 
al stability and in terms of Israel 
becoming a part of the Middle 
East region.” 

After that, he said, peace 
efforts would be complicated by 
the onset of Israeli and U.S. 
election campaigns which he said 
have repeatedly stalled past Mid- 
dle East peace efforts. 

The Crown Prince's remarks 
came as U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker toured the region to 
discuss post-war security arrange- 
ments and a settlement of the 
longstanding Arab-Israeli dis- 
pute. 

U.S. President George Bush 
Wednesday called for renewed 
efforts to end that conflict, and 
Mr. Baker was due to meet 
Palestinian leaders Tuesday. 

“Clearly these are leading 
(Palestinian) luminaries and they 
axe leading in the West Bank,” 
Prince Hassan said. “It. is . an 
indication of direct talks between 
tire United States and the PLO.” 

U.S. refusal to talk with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion in past years helped kill 
many peace efforts. 

A brief U.S. dialogue with the 
PLO ended last year when the 
organisation failed to firmly dis- 
avow an attack on an Israeli 
beach by one of its smaller guer- 
rilla factions. 

Mr. Bush said Friday the PLO 
bad “lost credibility” by siding 
with Iraq in the Gulf war, but did 
not rule out eventual talks with 


PLO approves West Bank 
leaders’— Baker meeting 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE PALESTINE liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has given its 
approval to a meeting between 
Palestinians from the occupied 
West Bank and U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker, the Palestine 
news agency WAFA reported 
Monday. 

A statement issued in Tunis 
said the decision was made at a 
meeting of the PLO leadership 
chaired by Yasser Arafat Satur- 
day. 

The decision Has been con- 
veyed to Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, and the meeting 
with Mr. Baker is to take place 
Tuesday, the agency said. 

The go-ahead was announced 
as Mr. Baker arrived in occupied 
Jerusalem on a 4-hour visit as 
part of his current Mideast tour to 
explore avenues towards an 
Arab-Israeli peace. 

The Palestinian re presen ta- 
tarves were not identified, but 
WAFA said they are “the same 
personalities who held ta l ks with 
the troika” last week. 

It was referring to a European 
Community (EC) delegation of 
the foreign minis ters of Luxem- 
bourg, the Netherlands and Italy, 
who held discussions with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders in occu- 
pied Jerusalem last week. 

The Palestine side to the talks 
demanded that the PLO have a 
role in the eventual peace talks. 

Mr. Baker told reporters in 
Cairo Monday that the meeting 
with the Palestinians would not 
constitute a resumption of the 
dialogue with the PLO. 

The United States broke off 
talks with the PLO last June, 
saying factions had engaged in 
“terrorism” against Israel despite 
a pledge by Mr. Arafat to aban- 
don such tactics. 

WAFA said the decision to 
gjve the go-ahead to the West 


Bank leaders was taken “in light 
of the positive elements" in U.S. 
President George Bush’s recent 
speech before the U.S. Congress, 
in which he aimed for a compre- 
hensive peace settlement be- 
tween the Arab states and Israel. 

Mr. Arafat reiterated his wel- 
come of Mr. Bash’s pledge to 
renew efforts for a land-for-peace 
settlement plan in an interview 
with Spain’s leading daily El Pais 
Monday, according to WAFA. 

“It's the first time that a U.S. 
president has spoken with darity 
in assuring that there most be 
peace in exchange for territory 
and justice in exchange for secur- 
ity," Mr. Arafat was quoted as 
saying. 

.He said he considered -Mr. 
Bush's position “a decisive step. 

WAFA said the Palestinian 
group would convey to Mr. Baker 
“the determination of the Palesti- 
nian people to recover their 
national rights under the lead- 
ership of the PLO, its sole legiti- 
mate representative.'’ 

They would stress to Mr. Baker 
their demands for the “applica- 
tion of international resolutions 
on Palestine,” he said. 

Palestinian lawyers, doctors, 
church leaders and trade union- 
ists have signed a petition to Mr. 
Baker demanding Israel with- 
draw from the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“We, the sons of the Palesti- 
nian people in the occupied state 
of Palestine, representatives of its 
national and popoular organisa- 
tions, assert the determination of 
our people to continue the just 
national struggle to achieve their 
legitimate right to freedom, 
dignity, national independence 
and democracy," the petition 
said. 

The petition demands an rad 
to Israeli occuaption, the right to 
their own state and recognition of 
- the PLO- 


Baker pursues 
peace plan 
with Israelis 


the organisation. 

The PLO’s pro-Iraqi position 
angered many of the rich Gulf 
states that had funded it. 

Prince Hassan said Mr. Bush’s 
statements on Wednesday, which 
stressed the need for an Arab- 
Israeli solution based on U.N. 
Security Council resolutions, 
showed “a very serious commit- 
ment to international legality.” 

But the Crown Prince added 
that those resolutions, which call 
for Israel to withdraw from occu- 
pied Arab territories in exchange 
for peace, refer to relations be- 
tween states alone. 

“We have yet to see what 
importance the U.S. administra- 
tion gives to the central issue, the 
involvement of the Palestinians,” 
the Crown Prince said. 

He added that Jor danians and 
Palestinians “are extremely scep- 
tical” about whether the feet that 
a coalition was massed to reverse 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait “can 
carry over into an in-depth solu- 
tion through international legi- 
timacy of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

“I think it is difficult to judge 
the contribution of the United 
States today until we know dear- 
ly what the United States con- 
tribution is.” 

But he added, “I can’t afford to 
sound sceptical about any initia- 
tive... an initiative by definition 
means change and hopefully 
means a light at the end of the 
tunnel.” 

...The Prince urged policy- 
makers to look beyond a narrow 
political solution. 

“If Israel wants to become a 
member of the Middle East re- 
gion on the basis of dealing with 
Middle East peoples. It has to 
give equal... value to conflict 
resolution and clearly the coun- 
tries of the... region have to give 
greater emphasis to economic in- 
tegration.” 

He called for a similar broad 
vision for other post-war security 
pacts. 

“Security... is a broad term...- 
and I thank it is based on political 
(Continued on page 3) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — On a mission mar- 
red by violence. Secretary of 
State James Baker undertook 
Monday 10 persuade the Israeli 
government to set peace terms 
the Arabs could accept. 

He denounced the stabbing 
deaths of four Israeli women Sun- 
day by a Palestinian as “an effort 
to kill peace,” and cancelled a 
scheduled w alkin g tour of Arab 
Jerusalem. Police said the 
assailant had told them the stab- 
bings were meant as a “message 
to Baker.” 

The secretary of state sche- 
duled a meeting with a Palesti- 
nian delegation while carefully 
ruling out a renewal of U.S. talks 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Criticising the PLO for siding 
with Iraq in the six-week Gulf 
war, Mr. Baker said the meeting 
be will have Tuesday afternoon 
with Palestinians in die home of 
U.S. Consul General Philip Wil- 
cox “does not represent a reopen- 
ing of the dialogue” broken off a 
year ago. 

The Palestine news agency 
WAFA said Monday that the 
PLO had given its approval to the 
meeting. 

WAFA did not identify the 
Palestinians who would meet with 
Mr. Baker, but said they are “the 
same personalities who held talks 
with die troika” last week (see* 
story below). 

According to the French Fore- 
ign Ministry , the Palestinian de- 
legation to the EC meeting in- 
cluded Faisal Husseini and Beth- 
lehem Mayor Elias Freij. 


France calls for EC 
summit on Mideast 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
wants to bold an urgent Euro- 
pean Community (EC) summit in 
the aftermath of the Gulf crisis. 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
said Monday. 

“France will propose to its 
partners that the 12 heads of state 
and government meet very rapid- 
ly without waiting for the sche- 
duled European summit in 
June,” Mr. Dumas said in an 
interview with the daily newspap- 
er Le Monde. 

He also said he was ready to 
receive Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader Yas- 
ser Arafat in Paris. 

Mr. Dumas said he believed 
Pales tinian leaders would accept 
a demilitarised Palestinian state if 
that was the price for having an 
independent country. 

“France believes the time has 
come to draw up the lessons (of 
the crisis) and to prepare the 
future,” Mr. Dumas said, adding 
that the Gulf war had exposed 
Europe's limitations. 

“Europe lacks powers in the 
field of international policy and 
lacks its own means of defence 
and security. 

“Th anks of the Gulf crisis, we 
are confronted by realities: What 
do we want to do with Europe?” 
be said, adding that such ques- 
tions would be addressed at an 
emergency summit. 

Asked whether he was pre- 
pared to meet Mr. Arafat, whose 
PLO was excluded from contacts 

with an EC foreign min isters' 
delegation which visited the Mid- 
dle East recently, Mr. Dumas 
said: “Yes. and this would not be 
anything new. 

“At the present time, there is 
no other organisation than the 
PLO which is representative of 
the Palestinians. If another ex- 
isted one day it would be wel- 
come.” 

On a demilitarised Palestinian 
state, Mr. Dumas said: “If those 
were the conditions for the crea- 
tion of a Palestinian state, I think 
the Palestinians would accept 
them, they would be wrong not 
to but that is their business.” 

A Luxembourg government 
spokesman said the community 
had been informed of France’s 
request for an emergency summit 
and one would be held 

“If someone asks for a summit 
you have to have one,” the 
spokesman said. “We’re looking 


at tiie how and where." 

Luxembourg is the current EC 
president. 

French Prime Minister Michel 
Rocard said Sunday the Gulf war 
had strengthened ties ■ between 
the United States and France and 
called for a new partnership be- 
tween the two nations. 

“Doubtless... we have diffe- 
rent priorities, concerns and com- 
mitments, but nowhere in the 
world can I see any real conflict 
between our respective in- 
terests,” Mr. Rocard said in a 
speech at the Franco- American 
Foundation in Washington. 

“I believe that Franco- 
American relations in the coming 
decade should be based on the 
idea of a new partnership,” he 
said. 

Earlier Sunday, in a television 
interview, Mr. Rocard said the 
United States and France were 
also in fundamental agreement 
on the requirements for a Middle 
East peace accord and said he 
was hopeful for a settlement of 
differences between Palestinians 
and Israel. 

“I am very confident and I 
think the Frencb-American 
friendship has grown one more 
-step in this crisis,” he said. 

Mr. Rocard is on his first offi- 
cial visit to Washington as prime 
minister. He was scheduled to 
meet Monday with President 
George Bush and Vice President 
Dan Quayle. 

Spain’s foreign minister arrived 
in Cairo Monday on the first leg 
of a Mideast tour during which be 
will also visit Israel to promote 
dialogue and peace in the area. 

Fransisco Fernandez Ordonez 
was met at the airport by his 
Egyptian counterpart Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. The two win hold 
a session of talks on Tuesday and 
the Spanish minis ter will then 
meet President Hosni Mubarak. 

Before leaving Madrid, Mr. 
Fernandez Ordonez said he will 
stress to Egyptians and Israelis 
alike that the future? stability of 
the region depends more on good 
relations between neighbours 
than on a balance of mili tary 
power. 

Spain's policy on the Middle 
East conflict holds that an inter- 
national peace conference should 
be convened to solve the prob- 
lems of the region and that 

(Continued on page 3) 


Hogg underlines Jordan’s 
key role in peace talks 


Arriving in occupied Jerusalem 
Monday, Mr. Baker pledged to 
“work just as hard as we can to 
see if we can provide a peace 
between Arabs and Israelis.” 

Mr. Baker was to meet with 
Foreign Minister David Levy la- 
ter Monday and Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens on Tues- 
day. 

At a brief news conference in 
Cairo before flying here, Mr. 
Baker said the PLO's support for 
Iraq had bees “a fundamental 
mistake.” 

Referring to the PLO, Mr. 
Baker added: “They remain, as 
far as we are concerned, dimi- 
nished as a consequence of that.” 

The Palestinians who will meet 
with him have held frequent talks 
in the past with U.S. and Israeli 
officials, Mr. Baker said. 

Told the PLO is said to have 
selected members of the group, 
Mr. Baker shot back: 'The PLO 
says a lot of things.” 

Mr. Baker said the PLO must 
take the first move if it wanted to 
reopen the dialogue with 
Washington. 

“The PLO knows what is re- 
quired if there is to be a reopen- 
ing of the dialogne,” Baker told 
reporters after two hours of talks 
with Egyptian President Honsni 
Mubarak. 

He did not spell out the re- 
quirements. Egyptian officials 
said they went beyond the pre- 
vious demand that the PLO con- 
demn a May 1990 Palestinian, 
guerrilla attack but also gave no 
details. 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — British Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
Monday concluded a one-and-a- 
balf-day visit to Jordan during 
which be met with His Majesty 
King Hussein, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, Fore- 
ign Minister Taher A1 Masri and 
Minister of Finance Basel Jar- 
daneh. He said he believed that 
the Jordanian government 
appreciated Britain's efforts to 
reestablish British Jordanian rela- 
tions to where they bad been 
prior to the Gulf crisis. 

Although Mr. Hogg made no 
conclusive statement as to what 
agreements Britain and Jordan 
had come to, he did say that the 
Jordanian government “appreci- 
ates that we wish to resume that 
state of friendliness which char- 
acterised our relationships for 
very many years.” 

Mr. Hogg told a press confer- 
ence that Jordan was a very im- 
portant state in the region and 
that in Britain's view h had a 
significant role to play in the 
future of the Middle East. “There 
have been disagreements of quite 
an important kind over the last 
few mouths... now that the con- 
flict is over we are very anxious to 
restore good relations with Jor- 
dan.... my presence here in part 
is dgfigflMrf to achieve that,” Mr. 
Hogg said. 

Mr. Hogg said he was in Jordan 
to assess how Jordanians see the 
present situation in the Arab 
World as well as to signify the 
belief of the United Kingdom 
that tiie resolution of the Israeti- 
Palestmian question is of very 
great importance. 

On his talks with the Crown 
Prince and the two ministers 
here, Mr. Hogg said he was 
struck by Jordan’s “flexibility” 
and the importance that Jordan 


Iran hits 
Arab Gulf 
security 
proposal 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Mon- 
day its exdusion made a Gulf 
security plan drawn up by Syria 
and seven other Arab countries 
defective. 

“If the security of the ‘Persian' 
Gulf and the Sea of Oman is to be 
safeguarded in the true sense of 
the word then Iran’s views will 
have to be considered,” Vice- 
President Hassan Ebrahim Habibi 
said, accordign to the Iranian 
news agency IRNA. 

Mr. Habibi described the pact 
proposed by Syria, Egypt and six 
Gulf Arab states as “defective,” 
IRNA said. 

The plan, unveiled in Damas- 
cus last Wednesday, relies on 
Gulf petrodollars and Egyptian 
and Syrian troops to maintain 
security in the region after the 
Gulf war. 

The next day Mr. Habibi and 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati rushed to Damascus, 
Tehran’s main Arab ally during 
the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Syria sided with the United 
States and Iran declared neutral- 
ity in the crisis. 

Tehran says Gulf security is 
strictly the job of regional coun- 
tries. Iran's vast area, 55 milli cm 
people and strong army would 
make it the dominant force in any 
collection of Gulf states. 

Mr. Habibi was speaking Mon- 
day cm his return to Tehran from 
Ankara where he discussed the 
proposed security plan with Tur- 
kish President Tnrgut Ozal. 

Diplomats in Damascus said 
Friday that during talks with the 
Iranian delegation. President 
Hafez AI Assad had sought to 
allay Tehran's worries by promis- 
ing a future Iranian role in the 
pact 

But Mr. Habibi said on Mon- 
day that while the plan called for 
the withdrawal of foreign forces 
from tiie region, it did so only in a 
vague maimer, IRNA repented. 

The proposed plan has been 
welcomed by the Western mem- 
bers of the anti-Iraqi coalition. 




His Majesty King Hussein Monday meets with British Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg (Petra photo) 


attached to the resolution of the 
Palestinian-Israeli question. 
“They want to be involved in that 
process. They are rather con- 
cerned that they are not involved 
in the discussions within the eight 
(Arab states). They are con- 
cerned too that they don’t have 
the dose relations with the Un- 
ited States that they did have.” he 
said. 

The current strain in 
Jordanian-American relations, 
Mr. Hogg said, was not surprising 
“in view of what happened.” He 
stressed, however, that the situa- 
tion may be temporary. “In due 
course all the coalition countries 
mil wish to ensure that their 
relations with Jordan are good... 
because Jordan is a very key 
player,” be said. 

Mr. Hogg said that in any 
Palestinian-Israeli settlement ’it 
is artifidal to suppose that you 
could secure an agreement be- 
tween Israel and the Palestinians 
which did not involve Jordan in 
the discussions and maybe in the 
ultimate solution.” 

The British Foreign Office 
minister said that “it is in every- 
body’s interest that Jordan be 


brought into the process of dis- 
cussion at the earliest possible 
time." 

Jordan, he said without spe- 
cifying, “has an important role to 
play both in terms of Gulf secur- 
ity and in terms of being part of 
the agreement between Israel and 
the Palestinians and it may well 
be that Jordan has a role to play 
in the negotiations with Israel.” 

The Jordanian position. Hogg 
said, is that an international con- 
ference — “an early one at that” 
— is important, “though I de- 
tected quite a lot of flexibility as 
to when and what it should cov- 
er.” 

Britain's position on an inter- 
national conference is “that yes 
an international conference is 
very important but the timing 
needs to be more open,” he 
added. 

Despite the “friendly atmos- 
phere” in which British and 
Jordanian officials met Mr. Hogg 
said that his meeting with Finance 
Minister Jardaneh had been “ex- 
tremely candid about the prob- 
lems be foresaw and we discussed 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan 
denies 
report 
of clash 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — Jordan Mon- 
day denied a report by Reuter 
News Agency which quoted an 
unnamed Jordanian official as 
saving that six Arab gunmen, 
who were reportedly shot and kil- 
led in a clash with the Israeli 
forces, came from Jordan. 

A statement by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said: “The 
official spokesman has denied a 
Reuter report which was broad- 
cast by Israel Radio about the 
clash that occurred Monday 
moming.” 

The spokesman expressed sur- 
prise that a report which con- 
tained a statement attributed to a 
Jordanian source had been pub- 
lished without authorisation from 
the concerned official sources 
here. 

“The Jordanian Armed Forces 
are now investigating the report 
and are searching the area where 
the clash took place as alleged by 
the Israeli broadcast,” said the 
spokesman. He said that the 
Jordanian Armed Forces had not 
yet reached final' conclusions. 

Reuter had said that six gun- 
men were shot dead by the Israeli 
troops after attempting a cross 
border raid on Monday and that 
the six came from Syria and could 
be members of a radical Palesti- 
nian faction based there. 

Reuter, which quoted a senior 
Jordanian source for its report, 
said that the six slain Arabs en- 
tered Jordan from Syria early 
Monday and tried to cross into 
Israel from the hilltop of Urn 
Qais, an area near the Yarmouk 
River. 

For its part, Israel Radio said 
that six Arabs were shot dead 
after they tried to infiltrate into 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq denies using or ordering 
use of chemicals to end unrest 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ Monday denied that it 
used or had authorised the use of 
chemical weapons to end the 
uprising against the government 
of President Saddam Hussein. 

A brief statement from Iraq's 
U.N. mission also denied that 
Iraq had ever used such weapons 
“inside Iraq." 

Newspaper reports over the 
weekend had asserted that Iraq 
had authorised the use of chemic- 
al weapons to qnell the Shi'ite 
Muslim rebellion in southern Iraq 
and Kurdish unrest in the north. 

The report said the United 
States called in senior Iraqi offi- 
cials in Washington and at the 
United Nations to protest the 
plan. 

Other reports said U.S. milit- 
ary forces in southern Iraq plan- 
ned to bomb any Iraqi units that 


unleashed chemical weapons. 

On Monday, Iraq's U.N. mis- 
sion released a statement saying 
“the government of Iraq categor- 
ically denies recent allegations 
implying that the Iraqi govern- 
ment has used or intended to use 
chemical weapons inside Iraq.” 

"The Iraqi government reiter- 
ates that it has not and will never 
use such weapons for any purpose 
inside Iraq,” it said. 

Meanwhile Iraqi opposition 
leader claimed Shi’ite Muslim re- 
bels were holed up in mosques in 
the holy city of Karbala battling 
with government troops who are 
shelling them with artillery and 
tank fire. 

They said that diehard fighters 
as well as civilians trapped in the 
crossfire were being killed in the 
bombardment and that 500 have 
been killed or wounded since 
Friday. 


Official sources in Baghdad 
said Republican Guard troops 
have reestablished control of the 
dty, 160 kilometres south of the 
Iraqi capital, after several days of 
fierce combat. 

They gave no de rials. But Iraqi 
forces appear to have been isolat- 
ing centres of resistance such as 
Karbala and the southern port 
city of Basra and pounding them 
with artillery and tanks. 

Karbala, famed for its mos- 
ques, is revered by Shi’ites as the 
burial place of Imam Hussein, 
grandson of the Prophet Moham- 
mad and one of the sect's princip- 
al saints. It has a peacetime 
population of around 120,000. 

Ayatollah Taqi At Mudaressi. 
leader of the Shi'ite Islamic 
Labour Organisation, told repor- 
ters in Beirut as exile leaders met 

(Continued on page 5) 


Maghreb union reaffirms 
support for PLO and Iraq 


TUNIS (R) — Five Maghreb 
states Monday condemned any 
attempt to undermine the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), which Washington has 
shunned in its latest Middle East 
peace drive. 

Leaders of Libya, Algeria. 
Mauritania and Tunisia, and the 
Moroccan foreign minister also 
warned unnamed states against in- 
terfering in Iraq’s internal affairs. 

The meeting of the Arab 
Maghreb Union (AMU) in the 
Libyan town of Ras Lanuf said 
the PLO was the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nians, according to Libyan 
Radio, monitored in Tunis. 

It criticised what it said was a 
“hostile campaign by certain 
countries against the PLO.” It 
did not name them. 

It said the goal of the campaign 
was to discredit the PLO’s inter- 
national right to speak for Palesti- 
nians. 

Washington has said it will not 
resume a dialogue with the PLO 


as punishment for the PLO's sup- 
port of Baghdad in the Gulf war. 

Several Arab states have with- 
drawn their backing from the 

PLO for the same reason. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
in a brief speech to the dosing 
ceremony, called on the organisa- 
tion, founded in 1989, to help 
strengthen Arab unity. 

As the one-day summit closed, 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker was in Israel planning to 
meet Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

He is od a tour pursuing a 
broad Middle East peace initia- 
tive backed at a weekend summit 
in Saudi Arabia by Washington’s 
Arab allies in the Gulf war (see 
page 2). 

The Maghreb summit warned 
unnamed states against any 
attempt on the territorial integri- 
ty of Iraq and said that with 
Kuwait now free from Iraqi 
occupation, it was time for Iraq to 
return to the Arab fold and play 
its fell part. 


Morocco's King Hassan. the 
only head of state nor present, 
sent his foreign minister to the 
meeting in the coastal town, 600 
kilometres east of Tripoli. 

The king said he wanted the 
meeting adjourned until after the 
post-war situation in the Gulf bad 
settled down to give the Maghreb 
states “time to evaluate and 
analyse developments and draw 
the necessary conclusions.” 

Public opinion in all five coun- 
tries was firmly on the side of Iraq 
in the Gulf war. Morocco sent a 
small defensive force to Saudi 
Arabia after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. 

Libyan leader Mnammar 
Qadhafi told his guests Sundav 
night that the United Nations 
should consider using forces to 
get Israel to leave territories it 
has occupied. 

He said that the U.N. should 
pursue resolutions on Israel with 
the same vigour that it pursued 
those against Iraq. 






2 Middle East News 


Iraq says Britain T 
trying to undermine 
Saddam government 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, in its 
first comment on opposition 
groups, accused Britain on Mon- 
day of trying to undermine Presi- 
dent Saddam Hossein’s govern- 
ment. 

“Since when has Great Britain 
been keen about Iraq's interest or 
democracy in Iraq?’’ asked a 
commentary in the ruling Baath 
parry newspaper A! Thawra, 
apparently responding to a meet- 
ing in London last week between 
British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg and Iraqi opposi- 
ton figures. 

“It is understandable for Bri- 
tain to embrace communists, de- 
featist saboteurs, sectarians and 
other mercenaries,” said leading 
columnist Abdul Jabbar Mohsen. 

“In Iraq there is a nationalist 
government which Britain and 
with it America, Zionism and 
agent Arab governments are seek- 
ing to undermine because it is a 
source of strength for the Arab 
Nation,” he said. 

The commentary by Mohsen, 
head of the Defence Ministry’s 
political department during the 
1980-1988 Iraq-Iran war. was 
published as more than 300 lead- 
ers and delegates of 23 groups 
opposed to the government be- 
gan a three-day conference in 
Beirut. 

“If those in opposition are now 


30 parties and groups, how much 
will their number be when they 
become a government, and how 
many fragments the Americans, 
Zionists and British intend to 
partition Iraq, “the A1 Thawra 
commentary said. 

“The best proof of an agent's 
cowardice is remaining outside 
his home, finding satisfaction in 
serving his masters, earning 
money from their police and por- 
tected by their intelligence ser- 
vices.” 

“Baghdad radio, which has 
said nothing about reports out- 
side Iraq of unrest in the southern 
Shi'ite Muslim heartland and in 
the mountainous Kurdish north, 
Monday again stressed the need 
for unity between Arabs and 
Kurds. 

“All Iraqis, during both the 
eight-year (Iraq-Iran) war and 
the honourable struggle against 
the U.S.-Atlantic aggression 
against lofty Iraq, stood united.” 
it said. 

“We are confident that the 
momentous unity between Arabs 
and Kurds ... will guarantee our 
victory in the battle of recon- 
structing what the aggressors des- 
troyed,” the radio said, referring 
to the U.S.-led offensive. 

The Kurdish party newspaper 
A1 Iraq said in an editorial Satur- 
day that Iraqi Kurds “continue 
forever to be Iraq's soldiers.” 
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HELPING HAND: Trades laden with relief supplies contributed by Jordanians ready to leave 
for Iraq (photo by Yousef AI ‘Allan) 


Italian foreign minister 
holds talks in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP) — Italian Foreign . 
Minister Gianni de Michelis met 
government leaders Monday for 
talks on bilateral relations. Mid- 
dle East developments and poss- 
ibly the fate of an Italian hostage 
in Lebanon. 

Mr. De Michelis was accompa- 
nied by 18 aides and 26 Italian 
journalists on the first Beirut visit 
by an Italian foreign minister 
since Lebanon's rivil war broke 
out in 1975. 

He was greeted by Foreign 
Minister Fans Boueiz, and was 
driven with him in a heavily 
guarded motorcade to president 
Elias Hrawi’s residence for a 
working lunch also attended by 
Prime Minister Omar Karami. 

Mr. De Michelis and Mr. 
Boueiz then held talks at the 
Foreign Ministry. 

The talks were originally in- 
tended to precede the lunch, but 
a two-hour delay in Mr. De 
Michelis’ arrival forced the sche- 
dule change. 

The Foreign Ministry said the 
talks would focus on convening 
a conference on regional security 


and cooperation among 
Mediterranean nations which 
Rome believes would solve re- 
gional problems. 

The two sides are also expected 
to revive trade relations and 
reopen Italy's commercial centre 
in Beirut. It has been dosed since 
the early days of the civil war. 

The Italian government de- 
cided earlier this month to extend 
technical assistance estimated at 
$500,000 to help repair Leba- 
non's war-battered water system, 
telephone network and electrical 
generating plants. 

That move followed die imple- 
mentation of an Arab League- 
brokered peace plan by President 
Elias Hrawi's government. 

The first step was to oversee 
the withdrawal of all militia 
forces with their heavy weapons 
from the greater Beirut area in 
December. The aim is ultimately 
to disband the militias, who con- 
ducted most of the fighting in the 
civil war in which an estimated 

150,000 people were killed. 

There has been little violence 
in Beirut since December. 


Rebels claim 
capturing 

Ethiopian 

town 


NAIROBI (AP) — Eritrean re- 
bels. who already control one of 
Ethiopia's two ports, are daiming 
capture of a town near the second 
port in a push down the Red Sea 
coast. 

The Eritrean People's Libera- 
tion Front (EPLF) said in a 
broadcast that its guerrillas cap- 
tured Ed, a small coastal town, in 
a two-hour battle Friday. 

The Sunday night broadcast 
was monitored in Nairobi. It was 
impossible to independently 
verify the claim. 

The rebels said they “put out of 
action” 200 government troops 
and destroyed five tanks. More 
than 300 Eritrean conscripts in 
the Ethiopian army did not fire a 
single bullet, according to the 
broadcast. 

Ed is 150 kilometres northwest 
of Assab, the government-held 
port near the Djibouti border 
that is home to Ethiopia's only oil 
refinery. 

. Assab handles ‘70 per cent of 
Ethiopia's exports and imports 
and is also the gateway for 
emergency food for an estimated 
1.2 million people in Tigre pro- 
vince. 

The Eritreans control 
Ethiopia’s only deep-water har- 
bour of Massawa, which they 
captured early last year in the 
largest offensive of a 30-year war 
for the independence of 
Ethiopia’s northennost province, 

I Eritrea. 


Iran rules out 
keeping Iraqi jets 


ANKARA (R) — Iran Monday 
ruled out keeping Iraqi planes 
flown to its territory during the 
Gulf war as part of a $900-bfllion 
reparations claim against Bagh- 
dad. 

“The idea is misleading,” Ira- 
nian First Vice-President Hassan 
Ebrahim Habibi told reporters at 
the end of a three-day visit to 
Turkey. 

“Rumours that the planes will 
be kept to compensate for our 
losses during the 1980-88 war are 
not true,” he said. “Our losses are 
$900 billion and we will ask for all 
of it.” 

Some of Iraq's top combat 
planes were among aircraft that 
sought sanctuary in Iran during 
the six-week war with the U.S.- 
led coalition that ended on Feb. 
28 in a rout of Iraq's forces and a 
retreat from Kuwait. 

Allied military spokesmen 
have said some of the estimated 
140 Iraqi aircraft flown to Iran 
crashed while trying to land. 

Iran, which stayed neutral in 
the war against its old enemy , has 
only acknowledged the arrival of 
about two dozen planes. 

It said it would hold-tbem for 
the duration of the conflict and 
their pilots would be treated as 
prisoners of war. 

Mr. Habibi gave no indication 
when the aircraft would be re- 
turned. 

“The planes are seized accord- 
ing to international law and all 
relevant documents have been 
handed to international officials 
concerned,” he said. 

But asked by reporters whether 


Tehran might confiscate them in 
part payment of reparations 
sought from the previous Gulf 
war, be replied: 

“The idea is misleading be- 
cause the damage inflicted on 
Iran during the eight-year war is 
so huge that a few second-hand 
and wrecked planes cannot com- 
pensate even one thousandth of 
it.” 

In Baghdad the director- 
general of Iraqi Airways said he 
was waiting to go to Tehran to 
arrange for the return of five of 
the national carrier's planes and 
six Airbuses seized from Kuwait 
during the seven-month occupa- 
tion of the emirate. 

Turkish Premier Yildirim 
Akbulut announced at the end of 
the visit by Habibi Monday that the 
two leaders agreed that Iraq 
should not be divided. 

“Iran and Turkey carry the 
same opinion that the Iraqi map 
should remain unchanged,” Mr. 
Akbulut told a joint news con- 
ference at Esenboga airport before 
Mr. Habibi's departure. 

Kurdish guerrillas have been 
battling Iraq's army in northern 
Iraq. Heavy fighting also ~was£ 
reported in southern* Iraq be-'" 
tween Shi'ite Muslim militants' 
and troops. 

Mr. Habibi paid a three-day 
visit to Ankara to discuss bilateral 
issues and developments in the 
aftermath -of the Gulf war. 

Turkey supported the United 
States throughout the Gulf crisis 
and allowed U.S. aircraft to use a 
southern air base to launch 
bombing missions against Iraq. 


Sudan leader 

reaffirms 

federation 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s, 
military leader has reaffirmed his 
co mmi tment to Sharia law and to 

a new federal system, introduced 
in a bid to end civil war. 

lieutenant General Omar Has- 
san Al Bashir last month divided 
Africa’s largest country into nine 
federal states. 

The federal system is popular 
in southern Sudan, where the 
rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army (SPLA) has been fighting 
since 1983 for a secular state. 

The official Sudanese News 
Agency (SUNA) said last week a 
new criminal code applying Shar- 
ia law to Sedan's largely Muslim 
northern state but exempting its 
predominantly Christian and' 
animist south will come into force 
on March 22. 

Gen. Bashir's junta hopes that 
exempting the south from harsh 
Sharia p unishm ents such as the 
amputation of a thief s hand and 
stoning of adulterers mil open 
the way to peace. 

Speaking to legal officers in 
Khartoum, Gen. Bashir praised 
Sharia as the only code that pro- 
vided justice to ail and contrasted 
it with the alien legal, political 
and social system imposed by 
British colonial rulers. 

“Although we are not going to 
keep ourselves isolated from the 
experience of other people, the 
pn gtish precedents, the English 
law and English legal scholars will 
no longer be regarded as refer- 
ences for our courts, ” SUNA 
quoted him as saying Monday. 

The war, the second in the : 
south since Sudan gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1956, 
erupted after a previous military 
government attempted to impose 
Sharia nationwide. 

The army newspaper Guwat Al 
Mussallahah said Monday gov- 
ernment forces had destroyed a 
number of rebel camps last week 
in the southern state of Upper 
Nile. 

The daily said they seized arms 
and ammunition after killing 
dozens or rebels and wounding 
, hundreds more. 

It also reported the killing of 
rebels and arms seizures in Mari- 
di in western Equatoria. last 
Saturday. There was no mention 
of any government casualties. 

Disease klBs dozens ; ■* 

- ■ • . . irj 

A meningitis outbreak has kil- 
led dozens of people in southern 
Sudan, but the infectious brain 
disease has been brought under 
control, a Health Ministry official 
said Monday. 

Sadeq Mahjoub, head of the 
m ini s try’s epidemiology and en- 
demic diseases department, told 
the Associated Press that 32 peo- 
ple have died and 208 others are 
known to have meningitis now. 


Text of statement by eight Arab states on U.S. peace plan 


RIYADH (R) — Following is 
a partial text of a statement by 
foreign ministers of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, 
Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates, Egypt and Syria af- 
ter talks with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker in Saudi 
Arabia. 

“The ministers expressed 
their appreciation for the deci- 
sive contribution by the United 
States of American to the li- 
beration of Kuwait and in sup- 
porting international legitima- 
cy- 

“They also expressed their 
appreciation for the contents 
of the address by His Excellen- 
cy President George Bush to 
the American Congress in 
which be gave positive treat- 
ment to the issues of security in 
the region and the Palestinian 
question. 

“They expressed their re- 
solve to continue to work with 
the president of the United 
States and his secretary of state 
in order to realise success on 
these issues. 


“They expressed their 
realisation of the importance 
of the joint action in order to 
prevent the repetition of an 
aggression similar to that 
which took place on Kuwait. 

“These states strive to make 
the Middle East a zone free of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
and work for the realisation of 
this through the competent in- 
ternational bodies. 

“These states regard the 
arrangements which are to be 
agreed upon by them as basis 
on which they can build to 
realise a new Arab order. 

“They also think that the 
current phase following the li- 
beration of Kuwait provides 
the best circumstances for con- 
fronting challenges to security 
and stability in the region, and 
for realising a just and compre- 
hensive solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the ques- 
tion of Palestine. 

“These states believe that 
convening an international 
peace conference under Un- 
ited Nations auspices is a suit- 


able framework for ending the 
Israeli occupation of Arab 
territory and guaranteeing the 
national rights of the Palesti- 
nian people on the basis of the 
related United Nations resolu- 
tions. 

“These states will endeavour 
to realise and implement the 
Taif accord on the Lebanese 
question, and will work to 
assist the Lebanese authorities 
in this regard. They therefore 
demand the full and uncon- 
ditional implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 
425. 

“While reaffirming their 
eagerness to respect Iraq's 
sov ereign t y and territorial in- 
tegrity, they are concerned 
over what is now taking place 
in Iraq and over what the Iraqi 
regime is doing to suppress the 
uprising of the Iraqi people. 

“They are also eager to de- 
velop friendly relations with 
Iran; and are looking forward 
to cooperating with it on the 
basis of mutual respect and the 


principles of international law 
which govern friendly relations 
among states. 

“With regard to economic 
cooperation, the parties of the 
Damascus declaration regard 
that improvement of economic 
performance contributes to the 
bolstering of political stability 
and serves the interests of 
security and stability in the 
region. 

“Economic cooperation be- ' 
tween them is based on respect 
for the sovereignty of each 
Arab state over its own natural 
and economic resources, and 
the strengthening of the bases 
of their economic cooperation 
as a first step on which they can 
build with other Arab states. 

“They will endeavour to 
adopt economic policies that 
can realise balanced economic 
and social development as a 
prelude to the establishment of 
an Arab economic grouping. 

They also endeavour to en- 
courage the private sector to 
participate in this operation. 
The Gulf Cooperation Council 


member states attach great im- 
portance to the bolstering of 
development efforts in the 
Arab World. 

“The foreign ministers of the 
states which are parties of the 
Damascus declaration and the 
American secretary of state 
feel that their meeting today 
constitutes a unique opportun- 
ity not only to celebrate the 
liberation of Kuwait but also to 
restate their commitment to 
the search for security and 
peace in the Middle East re- 
gion. 

“This duty is not shouldered 
alone by the governments rep- 
resented here today, but by the 
peoples of the entire region 
and the other parties from out- 
side the region who wish to 
play a constructive role. 

“They ... have to confront 
the difficult challenges before 
them, while insisting on these 
principles and showing the 
same determination - and re- 
solve with which they managed 
to defeat Saddam Hussein. 


“They must collectively 
search for firm security 
arrangements in the Gulf area 
under the leadership of the 
states of the area themselves. 
They must collectively search 
for means of controlling the 
proliferation of the weapons of 
mass destruction and the 
means for launching them. 

“They must collectively 
search for means to encourage 
economic development and 
cooperation, and they must 
search for just and permanent 
solutions for regional conflicts, 
especially the tragic dispute 
between the Arab states, the 
Palestinians and Israel. 

'They do not belittle the 
difficulty of these challenges, 
but they undertake to work in 
cooperation with the other 
competent and con structi ve 
parries to confront and over- 
come these challenges. 
Together they can help each 
other to make the Golf crisis a 
point of entry into a more 
secure and more peaceful fu- 
ture for the region.” 
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Oilwell fires, slick 
part of war legacy 



DHAHRAN (AP) — Rain fil- 
tered through sulphurous douds 
falls on Gulf countries and a 
175-kilometre oO slide dogs the 
Saudi Arabian coast, part of the 
dark legacy of the Gulf war. 

Until firefighters put out hun- 
dreds of blazing Kuwaiti oil wells, 
a process that could take years, 
the black doud is likely to afreet 
thousands of square kilometres of 
Kuwait, Iran and other countries 
in the area. 

Most of Kuwait's hundreds of 
oilwells were ablaze when Iraqi 
troops withdrew from Kuwait* 
Between 80 and 85 per cent of 
Kuwait's oO production capacity 
was damaged by the fires. 

Satellites have detected smoke 
1,200 km* downwind of the war 
zone in Iran, and “black rain” has 
been reported in southern Turkey 
950 kms away. 

Kuwaiti petroleum is high in 
sulphur; raising the acidity of the 
rain that filters through the 
smoke douds. 

The smoke itself dumps soot, 
which is harmless in itself but 
pollutes water if it falls on snow In 
Ir anian and Tu rkish mountain 
ranges that later becomes melt- 
water. 

The smoke itself can be 
dangerous, causing breathing 
problems in babies and the elder- 
ly, said the world Conservation 
Monitoring Centre based in Cam- 
bridge, England. 

It reported that die doud will 
aBo blot out the sun's rays in 
places and surface temperatures 
could fall by 5 to 10 degrees 
Centigrade (9 to 18 degrees 
Fahrenheit). 

This could disrupt agriculture 
by cutting short the spring grow- 
ing season, affecting food sup- 
plies. 

Chemicals dumped by the 
smoke doud could increase soQ 
aridity, the centre said in a state- 
ment. 

'The blighting of the land will 
extend well beyond the war zone, 
affecting people in no way con- 
nected with the hostilities,” it 
warned. 

South of the war zone, the oil 
slick dings to the Saadi Arabian 
coast. 

The kingdom’s Meteorology 
and Environmental Protection 
Administration has provided no 
recent figures on numbers of 


birds killed, although environ 
mental sources in the kingdoq 
said they were in the thousands-^ 

The figure given by th» 
sources, who spoke on conditio* 
of anonymity, was echoed by tb < 
world conservation monitoring 
centre which estimated that be- 
tween 10,000 and 20,000 birds 
have been lolled. 

“It’s been really devastating, 
said <me source in Saudi Arabia.) 
‘They’ve been working awayj 
they’ve been deaning some birds 
up. But once they've got oiled; 
there’s not whole lot that can bei 
done." . J : 

So far, most of the dead birds 
have been cormorants as well as 
great-crested and black-necked 
grebes, which are native to the 
area. 

But with the migratory season 
beginning, a number of mallard, 
shove lers. curlew and sandptover 
have been found oiled, felled as 
they travel through the region. 

Estimates of the amount of ofl ■ 
in Gulf waters range anywhere 
between 1.5 million and three 
milli on bands — and up. No 
full-scale survey results have yet 
been released. 

The state-owned oil company, 
Saudi Aramco, reports it has 
recovered the equivalent ol 

160,000 barrels of oil. 

A map compiled by the Saudi 
Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy showed several large sticks 
sullying Gulf waters. The biggest 
is along the Saudi coastline, much 
of it heavy oil several centimetres 
deep in places. 

That stick, which has stopped 
about 25 kms north of Saadi 5 
Arabia's largest water desalina-l 
cion plant near Jubail, is causing; 
the greatest environmental con-: 
cere. ; 

A second large slick floats off 1 
Kuwait itself around the damaged ; 
Sea Island offshore terminal. ; 
once Kuwait’s biggest petroleum . 
export terminal, > . 

Only about 10 per cent of the 
slick is heavy oil and it is thought 
unlikely to' have major environ- 
mental impact. i 

A third slick, in the north- I 
central Gulf, shows up mainly as ( 
a thin oily sheen on the water’s I 
surface and surrounds several * 
small islands that are important ! 
turtle-nesting areas. Its long-term ; 
impact has not been assessed. 


Hostages moved out of 
Beirut, security men say 


BEIRUT (AP) — Extremists are 
believed to have spirited Western 
hostages out of the south Beirut 
slums where most of the captives 
have been held, security sources 
said Monday. 

Tire sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
hostages were now believed to be 
held in hideouts in and around 
the ancient Roman town of Baal- 
bek in the Bekaa Valley of east 
Lebanon. 

The report coincided with a 
new drive by the United States, 
Britain and probably Italy, to 
secure the hostages' release 
through the good offices of Iran 
and Syria following the end of the 
Gulf war. 

“The army command is con- 
vinced that none of the hostages 
is in Beirut or its environs any 
more,” one source siad. 

“Lebanese troops searched all 
suspected hideouts controlled by 
Shiite fanatics in south Beirut last 
week and there was no trace of 
any of tire captives,” he added. 

The source said the search in- 
cluded the main two barracks 
used by the fundamentalist Hiz- 
boDah in the shantytowns of Haj- 
jaj and Hay Madi, where most of 
the 13 missing Westerners were 
believed imprisoned. 

The missing men comprise six 
Americans, four Britons, two 
Germans and an Italian. 

The Americans are journalist 
Terry Anderson, educators Tho- 
mas Sutherland, Jesse Turner, 
Alarm Steen and Joseph Grip- 
pio, and writer Edward Tracy. 

Anderson, chief Middle East 
correspondent for the Associated 


Press, is tire longest held. He was 
kidnapped March 16. 1985. 

The army's search operation 
was primarily conducted to ascer- 
tain that militias which fought 
Lebanon’s nearly 16-year-old 
civil war have actually withdrawn 
their heavy weapons out of the 
capital as they pledged to do i 
under a Syrian-backed plan to 
demilitarise the city. 

The withdrawal took place 
Dec. 3 as part of President Elias 
Hrawi's effort to enforce an Arab 
League-brokered peace plan. It 
envisages restoring government 
control of “greater Beirut” as a 
step towards disbanding the mili- 
tias by March 22. 

The search operation, which is 
continuing, has also established 
that there have been no violations 
of the plan within the greater 
Beirut area, another security 
source said. 

He said that military intelli- 
gence believes the hostages were 
smuggled to the Bekaa before the 
militias withdraw in December. 

“They’re probably being held 
now in the Sheikh Abdallah Bar-^ 
racks in Baalbek and two or three ‘ 
neighbouring hamlets under Hiz- 
bollah's control,” the source said. 
‘There’s been no word about 
their physical welfare.” 

Hizbollah is believed to be the 
parent movement of the factions 
holding most of the hostages. The 
party if backed by an estimated 

3,000 Iranian Revolutionary 
guards who have been stationed 
J^and around Baalbek since 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mar? of Nasar cih Church, SwriOeb 

Td. 810740. 

- AanabHta ef God Chardr, Td. 

63278S, 68532a. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Aranddoo Td. 
637440. 

De h Salk Charcfc TeL 661757 
Temsaota Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anoudatba TcL 
623541. 

AngHcan Chuck Td. 625383, Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 


Armmbn Or th odox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Int e rnational Church Td. 
685326. 

EmogeBcal Lutheran Chard Td: 
81 1295. 

The Church of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Sahas Td. 815817. 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin rupp&d by the Department of 
hkictmhgy. 

It will be partly cloudy and there will 
be possibility of scattered showers of 
tain. Winds wiD be light and vw»Ne. 

In Aqaba, winds wiD be somberiy fresh 
and seas rough. 


Min ./max. temp. 

6/17 

U/25 

4/19 
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Amman , 
Aqaba ... 
Deserts . 


Jordan Valley — 14/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 20. Aqaba 27. Humidity readings: 
Amman 52 per cent. Aqaba 19 per 
cent 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hussein Haddad 731267 

Dr. Awni Hawamdch 777665 

Dr. Payed Haiayqa 793522 

Dr. Tayseer Khader 606857 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

fa dows pharmacy .’.... 778336 

AlAserna pharmacy 637055 


Nammkb pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy 637660 

DtBlD: 

Dr. Mazer Abu B^ker (— ) 

Al Shares' pharmacy (275825) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Maysooo Hanna (— ) 

Khalifat pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

CM Defence Department 661111 

CSvil Defence Immerfiate 


Rescue. 

CM! Defence Emergency 

Reaeae Police 192,621111, 

Fire Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway PoBee 

Traffic Police 

PobheSecnrrqr Department 

Hold Complaints 

Price Complaints 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.... 

Amman Mtmidpafity 

Go nqrbnu .. 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls ( 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs I 


Abdah Telephone Repairs ; 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekctridty Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AlialntL Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Honetn Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jtbal Amman Maternity 642362 

MaSras.1. Amman 636140 


Palestine, Shmetasi 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashor Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdab 666127/37 

AJ-AhK, AbdaK 664164/6 

lUfiMt,A2-Mabajreea 777102/3 

AL-Bashir.J. Asbrefidi 773111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen ABa Hospital 60224W50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zanpr Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IbnSma Hospital (09)986732 

mflk 

Princess Bam Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greet Cathode Hospital (02 )2 7 22 75 

IbnAlNafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Uppcdkma price in Ot per kg 


500 / 450 

(Mnfaunmar) 450 / 400 

SSL:'' 750/650 

- 180/ 120 

ChuHfiower iwi / 

200 /{» 



8E#r 

S== 3!3 

Sage !»/ 50 

'300 

Tomatoes J^O / 80 

340/260 
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381 to be reinstated in 
government posts 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment has ordered the immediate 
reinstatement of 381 employees 
in government positions and in- 
structed the Civil Service Com- 
mission (CSC) to make arrange- 
ments for their reappointment in 
their posts within two months. 

A statement issued Monday 
said that the Cabinet had 
approved the reappointment of 
persons who were dismissed from 
their jobs for political reasons or 
whose appointment was disre- 
garded or dkl not acquire fonner 
approval. All the 381 persons to 
be given jobs in government de- 
partments cany university de- 
grees or diplomas from commun- 
ity colleges, according to the 
statement. 

The CSC published the names 
of the persons to be appointed 
. and requested them to call at its 
offices Wednesday and Thursday 
to finalise procedures before 
commencing their work. 

The CSC said four of these 
persons would be appointed at 
the Department of Statistics, 12 
at the Radio and Television Cor- 
poration, six at Jordanian Ports 
Corporation, two at the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Survey, 24 at 
the Telecommunications Cor- 
poration, three at the Passports 
and Civil Status Department, five 
at the Audit Bureau, 13 at the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, six 
at the Ministry of Snpply, seven 
at the Ministry of Agriculture, six 
at the Health Ministry, 49 at the 
Ministry of Education, three at 
the Ministry of Transport and 
Telecommunications, 35 fit the 
Ministry of Public Works, one at 
the Postal Services Corporation, 
three at the Jordan Valley Au- 
thority, four at the Ministry of 
Justice, 31 at the Ministry of 
Higher Education, . five at the 
Gvil Aviation Authority, two at 
the Ministry of Industry and 


Aade, six at the Ministry of 
Awqaf, three at the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, three at 
the Ministry of Gulture. eight at 
the Natural Resources Authority, 
five at tiie Vocational Training 
Corporation, four at the Jordan 
News Agency, one at the Indust- 
rial Development Bank, two at 
the Ministry of Labour, three at 
the Aqaba Railways Corpora- 
tion, eight at the Ministry of 
Finance, one at the Urban De- 
velopment Department and 64 at 
the Ministry of Health, six at the 
Ministry of Social Development, 
two at tiie Department of Palesti- 
nian Affairs, one at the Cities and 
Villages Bank, three at the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organisation, 
15 at tiie Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation, three at the Ministry 
of Interior, three at the Income 
Tax Department, 17 at die Jor- 
dan Electricity Authority and two 
at the Ministry of Information. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
told Parliament last December 
that the government was commit- 
ted to reinstating persons dismis- 
sed from their jobs or denied the 
chance to be employed because 
of political reasons. 

He said that tiie government 
had issued a clear statement in 
January 1990 to reinstate these 
persons, but die CSC received 
only 544 applications out of a 
total of nearly 1,000. However, 
he said, 372 have already been 
reinstated and the rest win be 
appointed in due time once they 
apply for jobs at the CSC which 
takes charge of appointments at 
government offices. 

The reinstatement of the dis- 
missed employees came about as 
a result of strong lobbying for 
their case at the Lower House of 
Par liam ent following tiie 1989 
general elections. 

Parliament later entrusted its 
committee on Public Freedoms 
and Gtizens Rights to follow up 
the case with the government. 


ICRC sends 600 tonnes 
of relief supplies to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) is Tuesday sending 
33 trucks laden with approx- 
imately 600 tonnes of relief sup- 
plies to Iraq. A statement here- 
said that the trucks contained 
medicines, .. food r.'and fuel ap tf 1 
were accompaniedby an ICRC 
official from the Amm an office. 

In making the announcement 
tiie ICRC said it intended to 
provide at least one reKef convoy 
per week to help improve tK 
sanitation and health situatio' in 
Baghdad and other dries c* r iraq. 
“This action has to be accom- 
plished very fast in' order to try to 
avoid the worsening of the situa- 
tion,” said the statement. 

« It is feared that the situation 
could deteriorate rapidly when 
the temperatures rise in foe com- 
ing weeks, the statement added. 

According to the statement, 
the ICRC sent its first relief 
convoy to Iraq on March 4 fol- 
lowing an agreement with the 
Iraqi Red Crescent Sodety and in 
response to the needs assessed by 
ICRC delegates visiting the Iraqi 
capital. 

The shipment of medicine, 
diesel oil, medical and sanitation 


equipment, electric generators 
and spare parts as well as food, 
especially for children and 
women, were taken to Iraq by 14 
ICRC delegates, according *o the 
, _ -statement. 

The statement said that on 
»' March 10 a. second, -and much 
larger convoy was sent to Iraq 
with 100 tonnes of foot., 4D ton- 
nes of medicines, 15 U~jies of 
fuel, one complete field hospital, 
and two water purification lines 
with their generator. 

The head of ICRC delegation 
in Amman, whose office is orga- 
nising these shipments, met with 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
Sunday and received tiie Jorda- 
nian government's backing for 
the Red Cross's humanitarian en- 
deavours. 

Mr. Badran said that the gov- 
ernment would do all in its power 
to facilitate the arrival of these 
shipments to the Iraqi people. 

The head of the ICRC delega- 
tion, Werner Kaspar, said that he 
feared an outbreak of epidemics 
because the allied bombing had 
damaged Iraq’s sewage and water 
facilities. For this reason, he said, 
ICRC is giving priority to health 
issues under these crucial cir- 
cumstances. 


House to discuss laws 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament is to hold a 
session Wednesday to hear a re- 
port by Foreign Minister Taher 
AI Masri on the current situation 
in the region and Jordan’s politic- 
al moves on tiie Arab and inter- 
national scenes. 

The Parliament session, which 
is to be attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Mudar Badran and Cabinet 
members, will hear government 
replies to queries about a number 
of issues raised by deputies and 
will bear the deputies' views con- 
cerning amendments to Jorda- 
nian law regarding permission of 
citizens to cany arms and matters 


concer nin g the Radio and Televi- 
sion Corporation. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the House will 
also discuss the enactment of a 
law banning Freemasomy in Jor- 
dan and win discuss a number of 
resolutions by the House's legal, 
administrative and Palestine com- 
mittees. 

The House’s Public Freedoms 
and Gtizens Rights Committee 
held a separate session Monday 
and discussed the question of 
persons dismissed from their jobs 

for political reasons and those 
tfafafned on similar charges. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

k Comprehensive book exhibitian at file Royal Cultural Centre, 

Ammon 

BAZAAR 

A Charity bazaar at Nosefbeh Islamic Cultural Centre, Zarqa.' 
'Ar fToaf ify hamar at the women’s Islamic Cultural Centre, Kawfc, 


ir Lecture by Dr. Mu’awiyeh Ibrahhn entitled ‘The International 
Campaign far the Excavations at Tamna— Capftal of the Sooth 
Arabian Kin g*™"* of Qatahaa” at the Goethe I nstitute — 7^0 



MASRI, HOGG HOLD TALKS: Foreign 
Minister Taher AI Masri met Monday with 
visiting British Foreign Office Minister Douglas 
Hogg to discuss ftfiddl e East issues and the 
Palestine question. Mr. Masri presented Jordan’s 
views demanded the Implem e ntation of the 
iniw legitimacy- and tiie U-N. Security 


Council reso lo ti ou s which provide for Israel’s 
withdrawal from the occupied Arab lands. Masri 
also s tr ess e d the need for the invotvemeut of the 
Palestine liberation Organisation (FLO) in all 
efforts aimed at establishing a jnst and durable 
peace In the region. 


JNRCS, Libyan Red Crescent 
send relief supplies to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
National Red Crescent Sodety 
(JNRCS) Monday sent its 16th 
convoy of trucks with relief sup- 
plies to Baghdad and said repre- 
sentatives Of SIX h umanit arian 
organisations accompanied the 
mission. 

In addition to these, the Libyan 
Red Crescent Society Monday 
sent 33 tonnes of milk to Baghdad 
to be distributed in conjunction 
with the Iraqi Red Crescent Sod- 
ety. 

Representatives of the foreign 
h umanitarian organisations held 
a meeting with the JNRCS vice 
president. Dr. Mohammad AI 
Ha did, to discuss various needs of 
the Iraqi people under the pre- 
sent circumstances. The dele- 
gates, who represent Oxfam, the 
Britan and American chapter of 
thw Save the Children Organisa- 
tion, the Tunisian Social De- 
velopment Organisation and the 


Libyan National Red Crescent 
Sodety discussed . with Dr. 
Hadid means of providing water 
purification equipment and medi- 
cine to Iraq. 

Earlier, JNRCS President 
Ahmad Abu Qoura met in his 
office with a delegation repre- 
senting the Japanese Socialist 
Party to discuss the situation in 
Iraq in the aftermath of the de- 
vastating war there. The head of 
the delegtion expressed his 
group’s readiness to provide 
assistance to the Iraqi people 
through the JNRCS. 

After meeting Abu Qoura, the 
delegation members visited the 
Red Crescent Society’s evacuees 
camp in Azraq and were briefed 
on the services to the foreign 
nationals Seeing Kuwait and 
Iraq on their way to be repat- 
rited. 

Meanwhile, farther convoys of 
trucks carrying relief supplies 


donated by the Jordanian people 
continued to reach Iraq. In 
TafOeb it was announced Monday 
that the first convoy of six trucks 
laden with 40 tonnes of food 
supplies were on their way to 
Baghdad, and in South Shuneb, 
near' the Dead Sea, it was 
announced that 28 tonnes of food 
supplies were sent Monday to 
Iraq. 

In Amman, the Arab 
Emergency Health Committee 
said that it had sent yet another 
consignment of food supplies and 
medicines to the Iraqi people. 

In Salt, Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported Monday that the 
staff of AI Hussein hospital had 
raised JD 2,765 in donations to 
the Iraqi people and three trucks, 
laden with food, were sent to 
Baghdad by the local branch of 
the People's Committee for Sup- 
porting the Iraqi People. 


AI Bashir Hospital facilities expanded 


By Eithar Kbasawneh 

Petra 


AMMAN — The coming few 
days will witness the commence- 
ment of work on expanding and 
improving f a t al it ies at AI Bashir 
government Hospital in Amman 
in tiie light of a plan recently 
approved by the Health Ministry, 
accortfing to hospital Director 
Yousef Mustafa Issa. 

Work has already been com- 
pleted on a building to serve as a 
major centre for emergency and 
first aid services; it has been 
constructed in a manner to 
accommodate at least 112 extra 
beds, said Dr. Issa. 


_ He said that the existing sec- 
tions would also be enlarged with 
new annexes to accommodate 35 
additional beds at the burns sec- 
tion, 15 at the internal diseases, 
2) at the paediatrics section, 20 at 
the obstetrics unit and eight at the 
dialysis section. In all 221 beds 
will be added to raise AI Bashir's 
Hospital's overall capacity to 750 
beds. 

Dr. Issa said the growing de- 
mand on hospital services in re- 
cent years warranted the intro- 
duction of improvements and the 
expansion plans. 

According to Dr. Issa, AI 
Bashir Hospital, the only govern- 
ment hospital jun by the Health 
Ministry in the capital, conducts 


nearly 45 surgical operations ev- 
ery day and its outpatient depart- 
ments deal with 1,200 cases. 

The emergency and first aid 
section offers service to 700 per- 
sons, its X-ray unit services 800 
people a day, and its laboratories 
cany out 2,500 tests on a daily 
basis. 

Dr. Issa said that delivery cases 
are estimated at nearly 50 a day. 
In a0, he said, tbe hospital bas an 
occupational capacity of nearly 85 
per cent all year round. 

Dr. Issa said that health centres 
within the Amman Governorate 
transfer all cases they cannot 
handle to AJ Bashir Hospital 
which continually faces a growing 
demand for public health ser- 
vices. 


France 


(Ceatined from page 1) 

Palestinians have the right for an 
independent state. 

Mr. Fernandez Ordonez de- 
nied reports that his talks in 
Egypt will cover Spam’s possible 
write off of part or all of Cairo’s 
$13 billion debt to Madrid for 
military purchases in the mid-80s. 


Hogg 


( C o atiiid from page I) 

ibe problems but he <Sd not 
request and I (fid not offer any 
‘financial assistance.” 

The British position on tiie 
outcome of a Palestiman-Israeli 
settlement, he said, is based on 
two principles: Israel’s security 
and self-determination of the 
Palestinians. 

Britain wants to ensure that 
Israel' fives within secure, safe 
and internationally accepted 
frontiers and that the Palestinians 
“do have tiie right to determine 
their own political future... and 
any solution which does not take 
account both of these proposi- 
tions is a solution which will not 
succeed,'* he said. 

Mr. Hogg did not make any 
mention of a settlement which 
would involve a land-for-peace 
settlement or tiie future of the 
'occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 


Hogg contended that Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat “has 
brought discredit upon himself 
and upon the PLO by his conduct 
these last six months... that does 
not mean the PLO no longer has 
a role to play; they are a factor 
and we recognise factors.” 

He added that he would be 
“very surprised if it was in the 
interest of the Palestinians or 
perhaps even in tbe interest of the 
PLO to chose Arafat as their 
leader in... negotiations but that 
is a matter for them and they 
wQl have to assess the consequ- 
ences of any such decision.” 
Mr. Hogg, who has met with 
members of the Iraqi opposition, 
said that the p rogr amm e that the 
opposition had put forward* was 
an “attractive one in the sense 
that they are calling for civil 
rights, proper protection of 
minority rights, proper protection 

for the rights of the Kurds and an 

accountable system of govern- 
ment.” 

“That,” concluded Mr. Hogg, 
“is tbe kind of programme behind 
which I think the great majority 
of thinking Iraqis would wish to 
rally and certainly we give that 
land of programme strong moral 
. support.” 

Today Hogg leaves for Syria 
where he is scheduled to meet 
with tiie Syrian foreign minister 
to “explore with them how they 


see tbe resolution of tbe 
Palestinian- Israeli problem,” and 
the future security of the Gulf 
region. 


Prince 


1) 


sa ti s fa ction, economic and social 
satisfaction as well as on clearly a 
military ability to interdict inter- 
state conflict,” be said. 

The Prince said more of the 
region's oil wealth needs to be 
invested in the Middle East, eat- 
ing a World Bank report that only 
fire per cent of oil earnings had 
retained to the Middle East. 

He also urged quick interna- 
tional aid to the people of Iraq. 

“I believe the longer tbe neg- 
lect, tbe greater the. bitterness 
among the people of Iraq, who 
we are told time and again were 
not targetted by the actions taken 
during the Golf crisis and tbe 
Gulf war,” he said. 

“When we say the war will not 
be waged against a certain peo- 
ple, evidence of that has to be 
made dear... if this is not done, 
then the neglect... will invite vio- 
lence. There’s no doubt about 
iL” 


p.m. 


Sports team prepares for Barcelona 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Jordan Olympic Committee is making 
arrangements for Jordan to take part in the Barcelona Olympiad 
next year. A statement issued at the end of the committee 
meeting chaired by Minister of Culture and Youth Khaled Karaki 
said that discussion on financial aspects related to such participa- 
tion took place at the meeting which also endorsed the commit- 
tee’s budget. 


Jordan 


(CamtaMd from 


1 ) 


Israel only hours before U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
was due in the Jewish state. 

Three Israeli soldiers were 
wounded in the dawn dash east 
of a farm in the Jordan Valley, 
the radio «nd 

The alleged attempt came dose 
in tbe wake of an incident in West 
Jerusalem in winch an Arab man 
stabbed to death four Israelis. 


Factfinding mission presents plan for peace 
and reconstruction of the Middle East region 


Prince Hassan, Japanese 
political group discuss 
situation in region 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Monday met with a visiting group 
of Japanese politicians represent- 
ing the Socialist Democratic Par- 
ty and discussed with them the 
situation in Jordan and the Gulf 
region. 

Tbe group, now on a tour of 
tbe region in the wake of the Gulf 
war, beard from the Crown 
Prince about Jordan's views ab- 
out the Middle East situation and 
learnt about the Kingdom’s 
efforts to reach peace based on 
justice. 

Prince Hassan said that Jordan 
supported peace and opposed all 
forms of violence as the Kingdom 
is peace-oriented and tries to 
avoid further catastrophes and 
setbacks. 

Crown prince Hassan spoke in 
length about Jordan's economic 
and social difficulties resulting 


from the Gulf crisis and reviewed 
the various developments in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Jordan, he said, is committed 
to peace based on Israeli with- 
drawal from the 'Occupied Arab 

lands in implementation of U.N. 

Security Council resolutions so 
that the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinians can be met. 

He expressed hope that the 
recent developments on the re- 
gional and international scene 
would lead to positive arrange- 
ments that can ensure and pave 
the way for peace and security in 
the Middle East. 

For its part, the delegation 
expressed appreciation of the 
Jordanian positive stand and ex- 
plained the Japanese Democratic 
Sodalist Party’s views with regard 
to the Middle East issue. The 
party, they said, is opposed to all 
attempts to impose hegemony by 


any party and opposed to waging 
war or aggression to achieve that 
goal. 

The delegation handed Prince 
Hassan a message from the party 
leader and a document containing 
the main principles of a plan for 
the re-establishment of peace and 
reconstruction in the Middle East 
region. 

The plan gives the United Na- 
tions the main role in sealing 
the Middle East crisis and calls 
for the creation of an internation- 
al fund to to finance regional 
development within the 
framework of a new system for 
security and cooperation. 

The Japanese group members 
are on a fact-finding mission in 
the region and for discussions 
with leaders on means of estab- 
lishing peace and stability' in the 
Middle East. 



His Royal Highnes s Crown Prince Hassan Monday seutiy on' 
receives Japanese Sodalist Party delegation pre- photo) 


a fact finding mission In tiie region (Petra 


Peace group determined to 
bring out facts about 

the war to the people of U.S. 


By Maha Addasi 

Special to tbe Jordan Tim** 
AMMAN — Despite the fact that 
the war in the Gulf is over tbe 
actual facts of the conflict should 
be presented to the American 
public whith as much accuracy as 
possible — this is the motive 
behind tiie visit to the region of a 
six member peace group. 

“Despite the fact that the war 
in the Golf is now over we are not 
going to give up efforts and we 
are determined to bring out the 
facts to be presented to the public 
in the United States with as much 
accuracy as possible,” said Julie 
Martin, one of tbe members of the 
peace group now visiting Jordan. 

“We represent an anti-war 
movement in the United States, 
and we are interested in tbe facts, 
much of which had been con- 
cealed from tiie public thanks to 
tbe U.S. Administration,” said 
Mary Teresa Rogers, a member 
of tiie group that has already 
visited the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip but so far 
failed to reach Iraq in their quest 
for the truth about the situation 
in the area. 

“The American people are 
sceptical of the official media, 
and are indeed longing to know 
more about the real situation in 
the Middle East in general and in 
Iraq in particular,” said William 
Kelsey, a former pilot with the 
U.S. Navy turned peace activist. 

During the group’s visit to the 
Jordan Times Monday Kelsey de- 
scribed himself as a member of 
tbe War Resisters League in the 
United States. 

Kelsey and Rogers told the 
Jordan Times: "We believe that 
the American people should be 
ashamed of gloating over the fact 
that the number of U.S. casual- 
ties was low in the war on Iraq 
because this poves that tbe U.S. 
is best at killing.” 

Louise Cainkar, director of the 
U.S. -based Palestine Human 
Rights Information Centre who 
joined the group in Jordan, said 
that many people in the United 
States did not understand the 
whole Gulf issue as they were 
deprived of tbe real information; 
she also said that polling was 
manipulated in such a way that 
the American citizens were hid- 
den tbe truth- 

Cainkar added: "The real de- 


ception came from the so-called 
Middle East experts who are 
known for their biased views and 
their anti-Arab feelings.” 

"The American public was 
appalled by the raid on AI Amer- 
ieh shelter in Baghdad in which 
hundreds of innocent children 
and women were killed, but the 
incident was soon overshadowed 
by the news of Iraq's derision to 
pid! out from Kuwait," another 
member of the group, Julie Mar- 
tin said. 

Martin said: “Saddam Hussein 
was labelled Hiller in the United 
States and the war was dubbed as 
‘super bowl.’ While the American 
weapon manufacturers expressed 
their overjoy at the war, for 
some, the psychological factor 
was very important since a ws- 
with subsequent victory for the 
Americans was needed to offset 
the effects of the defeat in the 
Vietnam war." 

Another group member. Myra 
Soifer, said: “The first amend- 
ment concerning the freedom of 
speech was violated under the 
guise of security, therefore there 
was heavy censorship of the 
media in the United States.” 

Charles Simmons, a black pro- 
fessor of journalism said: “One of 
the issues that will remain part of 
tbe activists’ concern is why most 
of the troops in the frontlines 
were blacks.” 

The peace activists stressed 
that there were many attempts in 
the United States during the war 
to break up the anti-war move- 
ment. One such attempt, they 
said, was the focusing of attention 
on animal rights, like forming a 
group of people to go to the Gulf 
and save the dolphins. 

“Such attempts to distract the 
public from anti-war issues will 
not dissuade our movement, as 
we have no intention of stopping 
this campaign and we will try 
every avenue and will lobby and 
demonstrate till our voice is 
beard,” said the group. 

The group later issued the fol- 
lowing statement summing up 
their mission concerning the Gulf 
war and shedding light on the 
outcome of their tour in the 
occupied Arab territories: 

We are people from tbe United 
States Peace Movement who, 
with millions of other U.S. 
citizens, vehemently opposed our 


country’s aggressive and in- 
humane war against Iraq. We 
have come to the Middle East to 
learn what tiie U.S. military cen- 
sors and the media have not 
allowed ns to know about the 
effects of this war on people in 
your lands. We have come to 
mourn with you over the devas- 
tating and unnecessary loss of life 
and property and the complete 
disruption of daily life. We have 
come in the name of many others 
in the United States who are 
mourning as well. 

Our days in the Gaza Strip. Tel 
Aviv, Jerusalem and the West 
Bank made it dear to us that the ' 
war is nor over for the Palestinian 
people. The injustice of occupa- 
was intensified by the cur- 
few. Economic, political, social 
and cultural oppression in the 
occupied territories is deeper 
than ever before. We will go 
home to insist that our country 
stop applying a double standard 
— as we opposed Saddam Hus- 
sein's occupation of Kuwait, we 
must oppose Israel's occupation 
as well. We will go home to insist 
that the United States use every 
means of persuasion at its dispos- 
al to move Israel to immediately 
end the occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza and to negotiate a 
solution with legitimate repre- 
sentatives chosen by the Palesti- 
nian people. 

As we meet with the people of 
Jordan, it is also clear that you 
have suffered tremendously as a 
result of this terrible war. We are 
deeply saddened by the war's 
economic consequences here and 
tremendously impressed by the 
courage and generosity of the 
Jordanian people who have re- 
sponded to the influx of refugees 
and repatriates and to the most 
desperate medical and food needs 
of the Iraqi people. 

Tbe stories we are hearing ab- 
out the effects of the war on Iraq 
leave us with heavy hearts. As 
soon as it becomes possible, 
others from the U.S, Peace 
Movement would like to visit 
Baghdad. Our desire is simply to 
ask for forgiveness and, by listen- 
ing to and retelling your' painful 
stories in the United States, to 
resist the evil rooted there and to 
work for a world that is peaceful 
and just. 
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Two tongues, old hand 

ONLY A few days after U.S. President George Bush made 
his momentous speech to the U.S. Congress declaring tha t 
the time had come to resolve the Arab-Israeli co nflict on the 
basis of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338 and 
the principle of territory for peace. Secretary of State James 
Baker was caught telling a group of Arab interlocutors in 
Riyadh Sunday that “time is not appropriate*’ to convene 
an international peace conference on the Middle East The 
logical question that comes to mind in the wake of what 
might be seen as confusing signals emanating from 
Washington is whether the U.S. still seeks to speak with two 
tongues, one to satisfy the Arab countries that formed an 
integral part of the coalition forces that waged war on Iraq, 
and the other to appease Israel and its supporters in the U.S. 
who aided and abetted the war decision taken by the White 
House. 

There is something of a deja vu about the recent UJS. 
pronouncements on the Palestinian problem and the broad- 
er Arab-Israeli conflict. If Mr. Bosh meant what he said to 
his nation last Wednesday, to the effect that he intended to 
move quickly towards a lasting peace in this area, then how 
can one reconcile such a pious pronouncement with Baker’s 
assertion that this is no time to hold a peace forum that 
almost everybody wants to arrive at the kind of peace that 
President Bush was talking about. If Mr. Baker has 
something else in mind to conclude a just and lasting 
permanent peace than an international conference under the 
aegis of the Security Council, then be is invited to 
Synchronise with his president and tell the world what kind 
of forum or mechanism they have in mind to settle the 
Arab-Israeli crisis expeditiously. 

Meanwhile Tel Aviv is putting up one hurdle after the 
other to frustrate- the ongoing ehphoria about the need to 
settle the issue. TheTsraeli leaders are masters of the game 
that brings all peac£ Initiatives including those offered by 
themselves and the U.S. to naught. Mr. Baker is about to 
conclude his working visit to Israel and undoubtedly will 
have already been told to cool it. Instead of Resolution 242 
and tbe principle of exchanging land for peace, the Israeli 
government will have repeated its sterile peace formula that 
it floated in 1989 and got nowhere with It. Now Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir wants to resurrect that defunct 
peace offer from death knowing all too well that it Is dead 
and buried. Suffice it to recall that the salient features of the 
Israeli peace initiative contemplates continued Israeli 
occupation of Arab territories in return for some form of 
limited autonomy for the West Bank and Gaza Strip. How 
Messrs. Baker and Bush are going to reconcile such a 
proposal with the solemn promise of the U.S. president 
before his congressmen and people that territory must be 
traded for peace and resolutions 242 and 338 must be 
implemented in full, we do not really know. 

Many Arabs, however, have already expressed sceptic- 
ism about tbe fate of the new American pledges about tbe 
terms for a comprehensive peace simply on the strength of 
their experiences with the U.S.: They have heard such 
promises all too often in the distant and near past bnt 
without any avail. They are therefore impatiently waiting to 
see how Washington is going to react to Israel's renewed 
rebuff of this new peace effort How President Bush will 
decide to deal with the continued Israeli intransigence would 
determine once and for all the validity of the charge that 
Washington is an old hand when it comes to applying double 
standards in this pul ■" *he world. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

WE DO NOT need more political talk from the Americans about 
the Middle East because Washington has proved through the past 
years that these talks constitute a successive series of attempts to 
deceive and mislead us and to throw lies on us, said A1 Ra'i Arabic 
daily Monday. What we need, said the paper, is real action that 
can give Washington's words some credibility for its talk about tbe 
establishment of security, justice and peace in the region. What 
we want is not mere talk but actual action that can help the 
Palestinians regain their human rights, said the paper in com- 
menting on George Bush's latest statement about the Middle East 
and the Palestine problem. The paper noted that the Americans 
are now advising the Arabs to negotiate with Israel directly 
without any external interference and to take time in a long 
dialogue and negotiation for peace, but the Americans preached 
other-wise when they dealt with the Gulf crisis. In the Gulf crisis., 
die Americans were quick to send their forces to the Gulf and 
they were quick to launch an aggression on Iraq to end its 
occupation of Kuwait that lasted a few months, but they did 
nothing of the sort with regard to Palestine and have failed to send 
any troops to evict Israeli forces from the Palestinian land despite 
the elapse of 24 years of occupation of that land, the paper 
pointed out. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily believes that Washington is now 
preaching the Iraqi ideas about dealing with the various issues of 
the region but in a distorted manner. Fahd Al Fanek notes that 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker has come to the Middle East 
region upon directives from President Bush who has said that the 
rime has come for the solution of the Palestine problem^ and 
equitable distribution of wealth in the region as well as regional 
security. These are Iraq's ideas presented by a non-Arab power, 
and in a distorted manner following U.S. aggression on Iraq, he 
says. The writer notes that Baker’s mission comes in the 
aftermath ofthe death of 125,000 Iraqis in the Gulf war and the 
destruction of Iraq’s military and economic infrastructures to 
offer a weak Arab Nation ideas that have little chance of seeing 
tight should America's policies remain unchanged with regard to 
Israel. The writer says that the United States launched this war on 
Iraq for the benefit of Israel militarily and economically. 


With political battle starting, 
PLO should be on wagon 


By Dr. Labib Eamhavi 

FOR SOME, the cessation of 
hostilities in tbe Gulf marked 
the end of their troubles. For 
others, that may mark the be- 
ginning of problems. For most, 
however, the political battle 
has just begun. 

The least that could be attri- 
buted to the post-war era in the 
Arab World is the uncertainty 
and general feeling of shock 
and helplessness which has 
accompanied its devastating 
outcome. Many Arabs feel 
very worried about the con- 
firmation of the USA as the 
undisputed sole superpower in 
the world and are, thus, ques- 
tioning the real motives behind 
the U.S.-led war in the Gulf. 
This feeling is especially shared 
by the Palestinians, who, once 
more, feel very apprehensive 
and bewildered due to the fact 
that the staunchest ally of their 
enemy, Israel, has become the 
undisputed leader of the 
world. 

Some tike to entertain tbe 
idea that the Palestinians have 
put themselves in a difficult 
position by siding with Iraq 
during the Golf crisis. Such a 
statement, often said, bears an 
accusative and vindictive 
tone, and portrays, still more, 
a simplistic approach to a com- 
plex problem, with evident 
lack, or, intended lack of 


understanding of tbe bizarre 
circumstances engulfing the 
Palestine problem. The ess- 
ence of the Palestinian position 
during the Golf crisis should be 
understood against a back- 
ground which some know ab- 
out, others do not and many 
cboose to ignore. 

The Palestinians never con- 
doned the occupation of 
Kuwait, let alone its annexa- 
tion. As may be revealed in tbe 
future, strenuous efforts were 
made by tbe PLO, among 
others, to preempt this crisis 
prior to Aug. 2, 1990, when 
Iraqi forces invaded Kuwait, 
and more so after the invasion, 
in trying to solve the crisis 
peacefully and within the Arab 
fold. 

Until the eruption of hostili- 
ties on Jan. 17, the Palestinians 
tided neither with Iraq nor 
against Kuwait, but rather with 
what they believed to be in the 
interest of their cause. How 
could the Palestinians refuse 
the offer of Iraq in its Aug. 12, 
1990 initiative which stipu- 
lated, among other things, an 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait 
if a solution to the Palestine 
problem on the basis of the 
U.N. resolutions was to be 
achieved? This offer must be 
viewed, in the Palestinian con- 
text, against a background of 
immense suffering and de- 
speration that the Palestinians 


have lived through over the 
years. 

Prior to Aug. 2, 1990, the 
Palestinians were forced, once 
more, into a position of de- 
speration through the evident 
aqpathy of the world community 
towards tbe suffering of tbe 
men, women and children of 
Palestine, who were forced by 
tbe Israeli occupation author- 
ities to pay a daily price of 
maimed children, mourning 
mothers and imprisoned 
fathers. The intifada is the 
Palestinian version of resist- 
ance to occupation, which 
most of Europe experienced 
during World War II with a 
basic difference; tbe Palesti- 
nian intifada uses stones to 
resist tanks and bullets. 

The Palestinians did all they 
could to oblige the U.S. and 
Europe. The PLO (Palestine 
Liberation Organisation) re- 
nounced terrorism and 
accepted and met every condi- 
tion laid down by the U.S. This 
resulted in American accept- 
ance to start a “substantive 
dialogue" with the PLO. Such 
a dialogue turned out to be a 
dialogue of the deaf as it was 
not "substantive” and was li- 
mited to the U.S. ambassador 
in Tunisia. Even that kind of 
dialogue, the U.S. was not 
willing to tolerate, and it 
sought the first excuse to ter- 
minate it. This contributed to 


damag ing, still more, tbe credi- 
bility of the U.S. among tbe 
Palestinians, in particular, and 
the Arab people, in general. It 
was neither constructive nor 
helpful to create a feeling 
among the Palestinians that all 
the concessions they had to 
give were in vain, and that the 
commitment of the U.S. to 
Israel far exceeds any concern 
for the Palestinians or for their 
legitimate rights as recognised 
by tbe General Assembly of 
the United Nations, as well as 
the Security Council. 

Moreover, the Palestinians 
had to cope with fragmented 
and elusive Arab regimes. 
Appeasing and pleasing feud- 
ing Arab regimes was never an 
easy undertaking by the PLO 
who was constantly soliciting 
the support of all Arab states 
for a solution to the Palestine 
problem. In this context, the 
contribution of many Arab 
states, especially the oil- 
producing Arab states, to- 
wards the solution of the Pales- 
tine problem was limited to 
some financial contributions 
and symbolic support. No se- 
rious effort was undertaken by 
such states to use their influ- 
ence or the means at their 
disposal to bring about a solution 
to Palestine problem. In fact, 
such states considered their 
financial contribution as a 


means to absolve themselves 
from any other responsibility 
towards tire Palestinians ot to 
solving the Palestine problem. 
The Palestinians, who helped 
build many of the Gulf states 
and continue to do so, had also 
to eodnre an alien status in 
those states and were constant- 
ly reminded of such a status. 
This had tremendous psycholo- 
gical impact on many Palesti- 
nians who are stateless and 
have nowhere else to go be- 
cause tbe Israeli occupation 
authorities have always denied 
them a permission to return to 
their homes and land. 

On the eve of the Gulf crisis, 
the stage was set, therefore, 
for, yet another frantic search 
by tiie desperate and angry 
Palestinians for a just solution 
to their sufferings. The Iraqi 
initiative of Aug. 12, 1990, 
proposing to link the solution 
of the Gulf problem to that of 
other problems in tbe area, 
including tbe Palestine prob- 
lem, provided a new borne for 
the desperate Palestinians, and 
it was, therefore, only logical 
that they seize this opportun- 
ity. Needless to say, the oppo- 
nents of Iraq in the Gulf crisis 
were largely responsible for 
much of the Palestinian frus- 
tration. 

Now, that the war has en- 


ded, there is a lot of talk in 
America and Europe about the 
post-war arrangements in the 
Middle East, including the 
Arab World. It is quite ironic 
that old mistakes seem to be 
repeated. Tbe future of this 
region should be primarily 
bandied by its people and not 
solely by others outside the 
region. Alas, if good intentions 
are- there, The Palestine prob- 
lem must be addressed correct- 
ly and seriously. Addressing 
the Palestine problem in a se- 
rious and constructive maimer 
requires the direct, continued 
and equal participation of the 
Palestinian people at every 
stage of the process. The 
Palestinians have decided that 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation is the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palesti- 
nian people. Neither Israel, 
nor the U.S. nor any other 
government, can decide for the 
Palestinians as to who should 
represent them. Therefore, if 
tire peace process is to start 
rolling now, the PLO has to be 
cm the wagon and not at tbe 
terminal. 


The writer is a member of the 
Popular Committee for tbe 
Defence of Jerusalem. He con- 
tributed the above article to 
the Jordan Times. 


Bold, sincere efforts required to achieve Mideast peace 


By Daoud Kuttab 


JERUSALEM — As U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
swings through the Middle East 
in order to deal with the post- 
Guif war problems, it will be- 
come more and more evident to 
him that the Palestinian-Israeli 
issue is one of the more difficult 
conflicts that be will bave on his 
band. Despite the emotions on 
both sides of this protracted con- 
flict, there is a window of oppor- 
tunity now that should not be 
missed. The missiles that hit 
Israel during the war bave shaken 
up. Israel and destroyed, the 
theory that the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip are absolutely neces- 
sary for Israel's security. The end 
of the war has also shaken up the 
Palestinians who had pinned so 
much hopes on Iraq. If this cru- 
cial time is to be effectively used, 
following are some principles that 
must be taken into account if Mr. 
Baker expects political success: 
9 Deal with the Palestinian 
issue first: Israel mil try to per- 
suade UtS. diplomats that the 
real problem lies in the Arab 


World. Attempts to work out any 
peace agreement with the Arab 
World will be futile unless the 
Palestinian problem is solved. 
British Foreign Minister Douglas 
Hurd correctly referred to the 
Palestinian issue as a problem 
that continues to poison the air. 
The reason that Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein was able to 
tonch a sensitive nerve with the 
Arab and Isalmic people with the 
Palestinian issue was because of 
the dear injustice that Palesti- 
nians suffer from. If the objective 
is- to reach an Arab-Israeli solu- 
tion then the first step must be to 
address the Palestinian problem. 
The Arab World will not agree to 
deal with/recognise/sign a peace 
treaty with Israel unless this ex- 
plosive issue is addressed. 

• Avoid w ast i ng time in look- 
ing for an alternative leadership 
to Palestinians: Talking about 
alternatives to tbe PLO has be- 
come the favourite pastime of 
politidans and commentators. 
The PLO acted no differently 
from what Palestinians wanted 


nor any differently from Jordan 
or half a dozen African Arab 
countries. The PLO’s crime was 
that it reflected Palestinian senti- 
ments. In fact some Palestinians 
in the occupied territories feel 
that the PLO did not do enough 
in supporting Iraq. They criti- 
cised the PLO for not getting 
involved militarily or in acts of 
terrorism against western in- 
terests. And while the PLO's 
image has been tarnished in the 
West, the PLO has never had as 
much popular Palestinian support 
as it has now. Even supportersof 
the Islamic Hamas movement 
have indicated their satisfaction 
with the position of the PLO. 
Finding an alternative to the PLO 
will not only be useless but it will 
be ineffectual because weak Pale- 
stinian representatives that are 
not credible with their own peo- 
ple will be unable to deliver. Only 
strong credible leaders can make 
the concessions needed to solve 
this thorny issue. And then after 
all only enemies can make peace 
and one cannot choose the repre- 


sentatives of one’s enemies. 

9 Deal with difficult issues 
head on: Tbe Gulf crisis saw the 
U.S. art powerfully and decisive- 
ly. But* the Iraqi president suc- 
cessfully raised the double stan- 
dard issue when referring to the 
way the U.S. acted in enforcing 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions dealing with Iraq compared 
to its lade of zeal in dealing with 
other Security Council resolu- 
tions. The people of the Middle 
East will be watching vpry care- 
faUy if the U.S. will act In the 
same decisiveness in pursuit of 
peace when the obstacle is uot'an 
Arab party. Dealing with issues 
head on also requires that one 
should not hide problems under 
the rug. Problems like the status 
of Jerusalem, Palestinian state- 
hood, the right of return, demili- 
tarisation and tbe Golan Heights 
need to be put on" the negotia- 
tions table and dealt with firmly 
and fairly. 

9 Protagonists must come up 
with new ideas: For too long both 
sides of the conflict have avoided 


to come up with new and 
courageous ideas. The West 
should not impose ideas but 
should firmly encourage both 
sides to come up with ideas that 
can bring about breakthroughs. 
Whether by elections, nomina- 
tion dialogue or an international 
conference Palestinians and 
Israelis must find appropriate 
media to start effective peace 
talks. New ideas can indude 
creativity in the negotiated posi- 
tions as well as goodwill gestures. 
Israel can release political ' 
tainees, legitimise the FLO, allow 
political discourse and aBctr* 
Palestinian leaders and deportees 
in exile to return. Palestinians can 
show flexibility on elections, in- 
terim arrangements and demili- 
tarisation. 

9 When negotiations start, rhe- 
torical and emotional issues 
should be left outside: If there is a 
serious attempt to address diffi- 
cult issues peace architects must 
be careful not to allow the pro- 
tagonists to flood the discussions 
with wed-known rhetorical and 


emotional issues. Political posi- 
tions that contain any of the 
following terms must be seen a/ 
obstruction to peace: Zionism, 
Acbavism (Hebrew for PLO), 
terrorism, holocaust, promised 
land, pan-Arabism, extremists, 
moderates, fundamentalists, ex- 
pansionists, tnrasf exists. Similar- 
ly, Israeli references to the out- 
dated PLO covenant or Palesti- 
nian references to Israeli mas- 
sacres wHJ not positively contri- 
bute to tiie negotiated process. 

Starting a peace' process in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict is posable 
now if the world community wiH 
show tbe same determination to 
end the Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territories as it did to 
end the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait This will be the real test 
of Pres dent Bush’s new world 
order. 

Daoud Kuttab is a Palestinian 
journalist living in East Jeru- 
salem. He contributed this article 
to the Jordan Times. * f 


Pan- Arab relations: Future vs. present 


By Dr. Maher A. Waked 

NOW that the Arab World is 
on the threshold of a new 
order, with the old one devas- 
tated by the Gulf war, the 
question is: On what basis 
should the new order be built? 
With the dream of a "united 
Arab Nation" almost totally 
shattered by the war and the 
“Arab Nation" more divided 
than ever, the only hope, 
nationalism aside, is to work 
out an arrangement based on 
mutual interests and by which 
Arab funds, resources and 
peoples are utilised for the 
benefit of all Arab peoples. 

For many years, Arab eco- 
nomists and businessmen 
advocated the rescheduling of 
Arab financial resources back 
to the Arab World to make 
them available to serve Arab 
economic development plans. 

The results of the Gulf war 
are certain to usher in a new 
Arab order, one that the Arab 
countries themselves would 
formulate and adopt and which 
is not dictated to them from 
the outside. This proposed 
order is liable to reopen the 
Arabs’ eyes to the importance 
of their region and resources. 
It is no longer a secret that 
many Arab oil-producing 
countries were misusing their 
oil revenues in ways de- 
trimental to their own as well 
as to other Arab interests. 

The amount of Arab oil re- 
venues placed outside the 
Arab World is in the region of 
$600 billion. A large chunk of 
these resources suffers from 
the negative effects of infla- 
tion, depreciation and fluctua- 
tions in foreign currency values 
together with losses incurred 
by the non-performing loans 
granted earlier to many non- 
Arab countries through foreign 
banks, many of which were 


and still exposed to heavy los-' 
ses due to mismanagement and 
misappropriation of funds. 

Now, in the light of what 
happened in the Gulf it is felt 
that the time has come for a 
thorough review of Arab in- 
vestment abroad even to re- 
verse them for the benefit of all 
Arabs. 

What is needed now is a new 
way of thinking that addresses 
issues from al 1 dimensions and 
relinquishes selfishness and 
provincialism. It should be 
clearly stated that no Arab 
country should have ambi- 
tions in the fortunes of 
others. Pan-Arab economy 
should be integrated as a 
whole. Some Arab countries 
have been endowed with oil 
and other minerals, while 
others with fertile soil and wa- 
ter. The Arab World provides 
almost 40 per cent of the inter- 
national oil supply. The proven 
oil reserves exceed 60 per cent 
of the world's and natural gas 
represents approximately 18 
per cent of whe world's proven 
reserves. 

It should be noted also that 
oil revenues pky a pivotal role 
in the gross domestic product 
in many Arab countries. Fi- 
gures show that oil accounts 
for 60 per cent of GNP in Saudi 
Arabia, 45 per cent of the 
United Arab Emirates and 33 
per cent in each of Tunisia and 
Algeria. 

Again, the oil revenues are 
placed mostly in the Western 
hemisphere especially in the 
U.S. (17 per cent) and Britain 
(14 per cent), while 40 per 
cent is in other European 
countries, 28 per cent in some 
other countries, and rest is 
distributed among various 
financial centres in other coun- 
tries. 

So the best way to maintain 


Arab cohesion and coopera- 
tion, is by implementing a system 
in which Arab income is mostly 
invested in Arab countries. By 
so doing the benefit will be for 
all Arabs. 

It goes without saying that 
the previous methods of Arab 
economic cooperation, such as 
the establishment of a few 
lending funds by some oil-rich 
countries to grant loans to 
other Jess privileged states, 
were of little benefit to Arabs. 
So, many of us were disen- 
chanted with their achieve- 
ments as they were no more 
than symbolic devices which 
proved to be worthless and of 
little value in many occasions. 

In the proposed new era, 
one could imagine a pan-Arab 
order, by which. among other 
arrangements, most of Arab 
revenue is channelled and in- 
vested in the many feasible and 
worthwhile Arab projects. The 
mechanism for operating such 
an arrangement could easily be 
worked out. The important 
thing here is to undertake to 
implement the idea as soon as 
possible. Again, we, not the 
others, should think of our 
future first. That is because we 
are the best judge of our 
potential and our limitations. 
Afterall it is the Arab proverb 
that preaches: ’‘Better do it 
yourself for yourself.” 

The Arab countries have so 
far depended to a large extent 
on the rest of the worid. They 
import 62 per cent of the pro- 
duction facilities and 52 per 
cent of their food needs, while 
their livestock production is 
only 1.5 per cent of the 
wrold’s. This fact shows the 
dire need to implement plans 
for the purpose of achieving 
Arab food security and to fight 
malnutrition suffered by some 
poor Arabs by using some of 
the surplus funds for invest- 


ments to attain this goal. The 
area of the Arab homeland is 
14 million square kilometres. 
Ten per cent of it can be 
cultivated but only 5 per cent 
-of it is utilised. 

It should be noted that the 
relationship between popula- 
tion and agriculture is still un- 
healthy. More advanced tech- 
nology and management 
should, therefore, be intro- 
duced. Consequently, atten- 
tion should be focused on 
another problem: the lack of 
fair and rational distribution of 
the labour force in the Arab 
World. This force is concen- 
trated in some countries, while 
an obvious shortage is seen in 
others. Thirty two per cent of 
the Arab working force is 
mainly based in Egypt, and 14 
per cent in Sudan. The prop- 
osed order must allow for an 
intelligent blend of revenues 
and resources. 

In our quest for genuine 
Arab national security, we 
must emphasise that security 
could only be achieved when 
our problems are dearly de- 
fined then openly discussed. In 
this way, amicable solutions 
will not be far from easy-reach 
and thus reliance on non-Arab 
nations could be lessened. 

There is no alternative for 
the Arabs other than to start a 
new epoch of balanced rela- 
tionship in which hostilities will 
be buried. Tbe Arabs should 
always bear in mind it is a 
world of interests which gov- 
erns relationships between 
different countries. It should 
also be realised that the so- 
called friends of today could be 
the foes of tomorrow depend- 
ing on conflicts of interests or 
shifting of alliances. 

Dr. Waked is a Jordanian 
banker and former official of 
the Central Bank. 


In the name of 
man y Americans 

To The Editor: 

WE ARE people from the United States Peace Movement who, 
with millions of other U.S. citizens, vehemently opposed our 
country's aggressive and inhumane war against Iraq. We have 
come to tbe Middle East to learn what the U.S. military censors 
and the media have not allowed us to know about the effects of 
this war on people in your lands. We have come to mourn with 
you over the devastating and unnecessary loss of life and property 
and the complete disruption of daily life. We have come in the 
name of many others in tbe United States who are mourning as 
well. 

Our days in tbe Gaza Strip, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and the West 1< 
Bank made it dear to us that the war is not over for the 
Palestinian people. Tbe injustice of occupation was intensified by 
the curfew. Economic, political, social and cultural oppression in 
the occupied territories is deeper than ever before. We will go 

home to insist that our country stop applying a double standard 

as we opposed Saddam Hussein’s occupation of Kuwait, we must 
oppose Israel’s occupation as well. We will go home to inkier 
the United States use every means of persuasion at its disposal to 
move Israel to immediately end die occupation of the West Bank 
and Gaza and to negotiate a solution with legitimate representa- 
tives chosen by the Palestinian people. 

As we meet with the people of Jordan, it is also clear that you 
have suffered tremendously as a result of this terrible war. We are 
deeply saddened by the waris economic consequences here and 
tremendously impressed by tbe courage and generosity of the 
Jordanian people who have responded to tbe influx of refugees 

and repatriates and to the most desperate medical and food needs 

of the Iraqi people. 

The stories we are hearing about the effects of the war on Iran 
leave us with heavy hearts. As soon as it becomes possible other* , 
from the U.S. Peace Movement would like to visitShdad Onr 
«re is sbnply to a* for forjveneas and, by and 

retelling your painful stones m the United States, to resist the^n 
rooted there and to work for a worid that is 

Amo A weri, M M I Baat TO fans ad Palatine Aid Sodatr 

Arturo Montoya Garda, Witness for Peace ouany 

Marie Dennis Grosso, Pax Christ! USA 

JhHa Marten, Santa Cruz Students for Social RmuMit- 

Rtf. Ronald H. Me Lean, Witness for IW ^ K * SiWity 

Gail Phares, Witness for Peace 

Mary Teresa Rogers 

Praf. Charles E. 'Sinusoid, National AHhn» -n • . n , 
Journalists USA Amaace of Third World 

RabM Myra Softer, Witness for Peace 

Fax Christi USA 

Uhfted Church of Christ USA 

Witness for Peace. 
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Arab American leader to Arabs: 
Take the offensive on the peace front 


In peace as in war, Jordan 
will still play an important: role 


From Rania Atalla 
in Washington 

THE recent indication by 
Washington that the U.S. is 
willing to settle the Arab- 
Israeli conflict on the basis of 
“land for peace" ought to in- 
duce Arab countries into tak- 
ing a lead and presenting Israel 
with a “comprehensive pack- 
age” of peace it would find 
difficult to refuse. Such is the 
thinking of a leading Arab 
American figure and a dose 
observer of American foreign 
policy, Jim Zogby. 

As executive director of the 
Washington-based Arab 
American Institute, Zogby has 
urged Arab leaders to elabo- 
rate on the statement made last 
week by U.S. President 
George Bosh which called for a 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
dispute on the basis of land for 
peace. But there are no signs 
the idea has taken off. “These 
are still talks," he says. His 
analysis comes as part of an 
exchange of ideas with policy- 
makers in Washington. 

As envisioned by Zogby, 
such a comprehensive peace 
package would have to offer 
Arab recognition of Israel and 
guarantee its- security, while 
setting in motion, as a precon- 
dition, the withdrawal of Israel 
from the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. Incentives for Israel 
would have to be withheld 
until an actual arrangement for 
withdrawal is made. 

“Israel has to agree to be- 
have in the region, otherwise 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak) Shamir would be the odd 
man out," Zogby says. “That 
is how he has behaved so far” 
and in this context, Zogby 
points out, any separate peace 
between brae! and an Arab 
state would amount to a re- 
ward for Shamir. 

“If the Arab World recog- 
nises its potential for political 
clout and behaves as a strong 
partner, confident of itself, it 
can force a movement,” Zogby 
states. 

Zogby is confident the U.S. 
endorse such a comprehensive 
plan which', he says, would 
ideally .be.. led by the 
Cooperation ^Council coun- 
tries, along "with Egypt and 
Syria. While there may be a 
divergence in approaches in 
the Arab World, no Arab 
country has an interest in par- 
tial peace, he believes. “As 
much division as there is in the 
Arab World ... no Arab gov- 
ernment is interested in seeing 
(Israeli) occupation main- 
tained because they know of its 
destabilising role in the re- 
gion.” 

That factor Zogby main- 
tains, makes it difficult for any 
Arab country to accept a par- 
tial approach and a separate 
peace which undercuts the 
broader objective of ending 
Israeli occupation of Arab 
land. 

"There is still a constituent 


Iraq 


(Co wti—rd hum page 1 ) 

to coordinate their campaign 
against the government that Re- 
publican Guard units were “ruth- 
lessly and indiscriminately shell- 
ing tbe holy city of Karbala." 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the reports on tbe 
rebellion by the Shi'ites in the 
south and another by Kurdish 
guerrillas am the north. Fighting 
was reported in another Shi'ite 
holy site, Najaf, Basra and low- 
income Shi’ite suburbs of Bagh- 
dad. 

Refugees said the Republican 
Guard was gaining the upper 
hand in Basra. 

"Half the city is controlled by 
the “resistance” and the other 
half by the army,” said a refugee 
at a checkpoint near Safwan in 
the U.S-held section of Iraq south 
of Basra. 

The refugees said they believed 
the Iraqi troops would eventually 
retake the city because of their 
superior weapons. 

"The army is using tanks,” one 
said, adding that Basra, Iraq’s 
second largest city, was without 
petrol and most shops were 
dosed, 

- Baghdad’s newspapers re- 
ported Monday that President 
Saddam's closest aides are tour- 
ing die trouble- torn provinces 
seeking to rally the military, the 
ruling Baath Party apparatus and 
ci vilians against a U.S.-Israeli 
conspiracy to topple the govern- 
ment. . 

Izzat Ibrahim, deputy chair- 
man of the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council (RCC) led by 
President Saddam, Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, a council member and 
first deputy premier, and Interior 
Ministr AC Hassan A1 Majid all 
called on official and troops “to 


support base (in the Arab 
World) that finch it difficult to 
live with Israeli occupation,” 
he says, a factor which press- 
ures Arab governments into 
getting to the core problem of 
occupation. 

Zogby does not believe an 
international peace conference 
will take place. “Nor does it 
have to,” be thinks. The idea 
of a conference is a non- 
starter. in his view. The U.S. 
amply “won’t buy” an interna- 
tional peace conference, nor 
would it buy a peace process 
“in tbe old fashion,” meaning 
an Israeli-Palestinian dialogue. 
That idea has proven to be “a 
dead end,” an obstacle which 
would be avoided by the pack- 
age deal that Zogby is propos- 
ing. In this context, he points 
out, any separate peace be- 
tween Israel and an Arab state 
would amount to a reward for 
Shamir. 

Tbe Bush administration, 
according to Zogby, is commit- 
ted to a settlement on the basis 
of security for Israel and jus- 
tice for the Palestinians. Tbe 
question, he adds, is whether 
or not it is going to implement 
it. “We will have to watch for 
that.” 

Zogby faults the Bush admi- 
nistration for having allowed 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein to become the champion 
of the downtrodden Arabs and 
linking the solution to Israel's 
occupation of Palestinian land 
with Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 

“The U.S. should have 
stolen (the Palestine) issue 
from him, denied him the cre- 
dibility, strengthened respect 
for the rule of law and resolved 
both problems (tbe Kuwaiti 
and Palestinian),” he says. 
“Had the U.S. done that. Sad- 
dam Hussein would have with- 
ered back down to scale in- 
stead of becoming a giant.” 


What of suggestions for the 
need for an alternative lead- 
ership to the PLO and 
attempts to create a substitute 
to the J orgamratipn^ Zogby is -: J . 
quick _to ; point out tiyat ihe 
PLO means more thari~just an 
organisation, or merely a poli- 
tical leadership. 

“It is a representation of 
national aspirations," he says, 
adding that the Palestinian 
community itself will have to 
resolve tbe ‘internal discus- 
sion” on whether or not to 
project an alternative lead- 
ership to the organisation. 

JORDAN 

In Zogby 's view, Jordan was 
a victim of the confrontation in 
the Gulf. Jordan's physical 
positioning and the psycholo- 
gical disposition of its people 
have placed it in a precarious 
position, he says. “Public reac- 
tion to the Gulf crisis in Jordan 


redouble their efforts to confront 
the challenges from the enemies 
of Iraq... and rally behind the 
holy warrior Saddam Hussein.” 
Bayan Jabr of the Shi'ite Sup- 
reme Assembly for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iran had claimed in 
Damascus that Mr. Ramadan was 
killed by President Saddam's 
bodyguards when be allegedly 
s’ rt tbe Iraqi president in the 
right hand in an ass a ss in ation 
attempt. 

The dailies did not specifically 
mention the insurrection, but said 
that the United States, Britain 
and Israel were plotting to “top- 
ple the national and patriotic 
government... of the leader. 
President Saddam Hussein.” 
The dailies reported that more 
than 300 opposition leaders from 
23 factions, including commun- 
ists, Shi’ite fundamentalists, 
Arab nationalists and liberals, 
were gathered in Beirut. 

A1 Thawra said in an editorial: 
“They want to bring down the 
government and replace it with 
stooges who receive their instruc- 
tions from foreign ambassadors.” 
Kurdish officials claimed the 
PUK and their allies, the Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party, have 
seized large areas of the northern 
provinces and are poised to 
attack the key oH centre of Kir- 
kuk, 160 kilometres north of 
Baghdad. 

The Kurds have battled for 
years seeking autonomy for; their 
mountainous area. 

The factions meeting in Beirut 
are tackling the questions of 
whether to ask for foreign sup- 
port and what kind of future 
government an Iraq should have, 
conference sources said. 

Opposition figure Jalal Talaba- 
m said they had agreed on a 
“democratic, federal Iraq” in a 
country where the Kurdish 
minority has long sought auton- 
omy in the north and Shi'ite 
Muslim fundamentalists want an 


was a function of desperation, 
alienation and a feeling of bet- 
rayal by the West.” 

Jordan's policy regarding the 
Gulf crisis should be under- 
stood in the context of its 
geographic position, and this is 
a message which his organisa- 
tion has tried to put forth in the 
U.S. media. “It is easy to take 
other positions if yon are not in 
its position.” 

Zogby believes there is 
realisation by tbe Bosh admi- 
nistration that U.S. interests 
lie in preserving the territorial 
stability and integrity of Jor- 
dan. “There is respect for that 
position” in the administration 
. he says. Although some ten- 
sion is bound to remain be- 
tween Jordan and the U.S. for 
a while, Zogby is convinced 
the administration is deter- 
mined “not to let go of Jor- 
dan.” 

More than a year ago. Zog- 
by bad pointed out that the 
U.S. government was “not 
doing enough” to support Jor- 
dan’s steps toward democracy. 
He wondered, as far back as 
February 1990, why emerging 
East European democracies 
were being supported by tbe 
U.S. to ensure economic sta- 
bility in that area while the 
same was not being done for 
Jordan. 

Some Arab Americans were 
critical of Zogby for his sup- 
port of U.S. presence in the 
Gulf. That position, he con- 
tends. was adopted with the 
conviction that war was nntik e- 

iy- 

With Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, a split had taken place 
in the Arab World, and some 
members of the Arab league 
had supported the deployment 
of U.S. troops in the area. 
AAI supported U.S. presence 
there because defending Saudi 
Arabia, liberating Kuwait and 
opposing Iraqi “aggression" 
were “the goals that we 
shared,” with the Bush admi- 
nistration, Zogby says. 

To be sore, AAI was 
opposed to the occupation of 
Knwait and did warn of the 
dangers inherent in a Middle 
East war. Zogby .had advor .. 
.called allowing sanctions tun« J ' 
to work. Admittedly he grew 
concerned about ' the crisis 
when the U.S. defensive posi- 
tion turned into an offensive 
capability and later into an 
offensive strike, and on the day 
the war started. Zogby ex- 
pressed regret about the U.S.'s 
military action. 

“We did not support Iraq’s 
aggression against Kuwait and 
we have joined the internation- 
al community’s call for the 
restoration of Kuwait," he said 
Jan. 17, 1991. “We believe, 
however, that these goals 
could have been achieved 
through a combination of eco- 
nomic sanctions and diploma- 
tic initiatives.” 

Today, Zogby maintains he 
is not in any way apologetic 
about this position. Hus opposi- 

Islamic republic in the south. 

Ali AJ Adib, pofitburo member 
of die shi’ite Muslim Dawa said 
the conferees would also discuss 
“creating an Iraqi parliam en t-in- 
exfle and government-in exile.” 
Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
revealed Monday that Turkish 
officials held unprecedented talks 
with Kurdish rebel leaders last 
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Jim Zogby 

tion regarding the occupation 
of Kuwait and his warning of 
die dangers of a war still stand, 
and while AAI had not 
accepted the notion of formal 
political linkage between the 
issue of Palestine and the issue 
of Kuwait, there is, Zogby 
concedes, a “moral linkage," 
In the words of Zogby’s dose 
associate dvil rights leader Jes- 
se Jackson, it is an issue to 
“consistency.” 

Arab Americans 

The Gulf crisis certainly put 
Arab Americans in a bind, 
resulting in what Zogby refers 
to as “internal division” within 
members of that community. 
But while most Arab Amer- 
icans did not want the Gulf war 
to take place, they still did not 
support the occupation of 
Kuwait, he says. 

Where Arab-Americans are 
united is on their desire to see 
the U.S. acting “true to its 
principles across the board” 
rather than maintaining a dou- 
ble standard regarding Israel. 

The overall effect of the 
Gulf crisis on Arab Americans 
was a positive one, Zogby 
asserts. To start with, a recog- 
nition of Arab Americans and 
their contribution at all levels 
to American society was 
underscored, he says. 

With real fears of an anti- 
Arab backlash in the U.S., 
President Bush was the first 
American president to strongly 
condemn hate crimes against 
Arab Americans. Numerous 
editorials in leading newspap- 
ers stressed the need to avoid 
racism against Americans of 
Arab descent. At a minimum, 
boasts Zogby, the term “Arab 
American” became a house- 
hold name. 

What is more, as a result of 
the crisis, Arab Americans 
have risen, both nationally and 
locally, into a position of 
“great respect." The Golf cri- 
sis highlighted the need for 
input from Arab Americans 
regarding Middle East politics. 
Thus, Arab Americans were 
increasing empowered and are 
now “in a position to shape the 
(political) debate" in tbe coun- 
try, he concludes. 


Friday. 

Turkey faces a Kurdish revolt 
of its own in the southeast and the 
contacts with Iraqi Kurds repre- 
sented a major shift in Ankara’s 
long-standing policy of shunning 
Kurdish, dissident groups within 
Turkey and in neighbouring 
countries. 


By Gfaadeer Taher 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


BEFORE Iraq invaded Kuwait 
Jordan was busy dealing with 
politics in transition and eco- 
nomic problems exacerbated 
by one of the highest per capita 
debts in the world. The King- 
dom was campaigning on tbe 
regional and international are- 
nas to stem tbe flow of hun- 
dreds of thousands of Soviet 
Jewish emigrants to Israel and 
the occupied territories which 
threatened the demographic 
balance in Palestine. Tbe coun- 
try was seeking to bring into 
focus the dangers inherent in 
the ascension of rightist ex- 
tremists to power in Israel and 
to steer to safety the political 
course at home adopted as a 
result of the democratisation 
process and the almost sudden 
explosion of political pluralism 
following the first general elec- 
tion in 23 years. 

With the invasion of Kuwait. 
Jordan's attention shifted to 
dealing and containing the re- 
sulting political and economic 
repercussions, including strik- 
ing a delicate balance between 
popular sentiments fired by 
identification with Iraq in a 
pan-Arab and pan-Islamic 
sense against wbat is perceived 
as a western anti-Arab cam- 
paign, and the Kingdom’s 
obligations under international 
law which contradicted popu- 
lar feelings. 

On the political level. Jor- 
dan passed a crucial test by 
complying with U.N. resolu- 
tions, including an embargo 
against Iraq, while at the same 
time adopting a pan- Arab 
stand that enhanced national 
unity at home and streng- 
thened the leadership’s popu- 
lar base? 

Early assessments of Jor- 
dan's political isolation were 
discounted by several western 
leaders, who emphasised Am- 
man's indispensable role in the 
region. In the past week, both 
U.S. President George Bush 
and French President. Francois 
Mitterrand stressed Jordan’s 
strategic importance and' 
essential role in the post-war 
era. Later the European Com- 
munity foreign ministers and 
the Canadian foreign minister 
came to Amman to discuss 
with Jordanian officials ways to 
resolve the intractable prob- 
lems of the region. 

But the fallout from the cri- 
sis, built upon previous econo- 
mic and political difficulties, 
will no doubt continue to haunt 
several Jordanian governments 
in the future. 

With Iraq greatly weakened 
by the war, Jordan lost a 
powerful political ally to its 
east that served as a military 
deterrent against an in- 
creasingly aggressive Israel. 

In the short and medium 
terms, Jordan will have to con- 
tinue to depend on foreign aid 
and the reserve of political 
capital that it has accumulated 
on an international scale, 
mainly through the efforts of 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
Ever since its independence, 
Jordan had to depend on fore- 
ign aid. beginning with the 


British in the fifties, then the 
U.S. in the sixties and the 
oil-rich Gulf Arab states in the 
seventies and beyond. 

The Gulf crisis has forced 
Jordan to seek a role in a new 
power balance in the region 
that would protect it from 
Israel on the one hand and 
help provide the economic sup- 
port needed for the well-being 
of the state. While Gulf Arab 
states have stopped financial 
assistance to the Kingdom, the 
European Community, on col- 
lective and bilateral levels, and 
Japao. have demonstrated 
their interest in helping Jordan 
which they continue to consid- 
er a force of moderation and 
stability in the region. But 
western diplomats warn that 
the assistance will not remain 
at the same level or last inde- 
finitely. 

Rapprochement between 
Jordan and Iran witnessed over 
the past few weeks and during 
the Gulf war is not expected to 
develop as an important ele- 
ment in Jordan's post-war 
alignment but it will open new 
markets for Jordanian pro- 
ducts. The resumption of ties 
between the two countries has 
already led to a 565 million 
deal for Jordan to export phos- 
phates to Iran. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

From Tehran’s point of 
view. Jordan is the only Arab 
country to give legitimacy to 
the Islamic movement. While 
Islamists are fought in Egypt, 
banned in Syria, ignored in 
Tunisia and restricted in Alger- 
ia. they have been introduced 
into the Jordanian govern- 
ment. But competing' forces 
within Iran as well as distinctly 
different state ideologies make 
political alignment unlikely. 

While Syria, an ally of Iran, 
continues to outlaw Islamic 
movements at home and 
oppose the pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah in Lebanon, Jordan 
accommodated all political 
forces into the system, which is 
bound to be a major asset in 
the political development of 
the region. 

Although officials admit Jor- 
dan's relations with its neigh- 
bours are tainted with distrust, 
they say the Kingdom will re- 
turn to the Arab World’s 
“mainstream” because Jordan 
is essential for regional stabil- 
ity and has to be a central 
player in any solution to the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict. 

“It is not an easy shot for 
us," said Foreign Minister 
Taher A1 Masri referring to 
relations with the Gulf states. 
“The rift is so deep, the diffi- 
culties so great and the time so 
long — more than seven 
months — but we will work 
towards reconciliation." 

Assessing the post-crisis 
order. Lower House member 
Abdul Kareem Kabariti said 
the ideal post-war Middle East 
must address the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict, the disparity of 
wealth in the area and urge 
countries to democratise. 

“Jordan one way or the 
other has a role in all three 
aspects of this order. Jordan's 
geographical; location and 


Palestinian population make it 
inextricably linked to any solu- 
tion to the Palestinian problem 
and tbe country also represents 
the have-nots in the Middle 
East and it may be the prevail- 
ing democratic model for the 
area.” he said. 

Former Foreign Minister 
Marwan A1 Qasem agrees that 
if these were truly the charac- 
teristics of the new order then 
“a new era ‘will be dawning on 
the Arab World" but he hopes 
the United States is willing “to 
meet the challenges of peace in 
the region the same way it met 
the challenge of war." 

Middle East experts in Am- 
man and Washington agree 
that while Jordan may suffer in 
the short term, the country 
remains crucial to regional sta- 
bility. 

Helena Cobban, from the 
Brookings Institute in 
Washington, said: “There is a 
war mentality of that who is 
not with us is against us. But 
there are people who appreci- 
ate Jordan as a buffer, and 
when they think calmly about 
the region they realise it will be 
more chaotic without Jordan." 

Kabariti believes the "road 
to reconciliation may have to 
go through Washington," but 
others argue against taking this 
path and say the price Jordan 
will have to pay may be much 
too high. For Jordan to go 
through the Washington 
“door" to ameliorate relations 
with the Gulf states means that 
a price will be extracted from 
the Kingdom, analysts 
opposed to this strategy have 
said. 

“Will Jordan have to speak 
for the Palestinians in return 
for Washington's good 
offices?" asked one analyst. 
Jordan has repeatedly said it 
will not speak for the Palesti- 
nians in any negotiations. 
Analysts fear if tangible prog- 
ress on resolving the Palesti- 
nian issue is not made, extrem- 
ists will gain the upper hand 
thus jeopardising Jordan's 
security. 

Qasem said Jordan's task of 
reconciliation and restoring 
confidence and credibility with 
its Arab neighbours would 
take a serious and long effort. 

“Economic conditions in 
Jordan will not return to the 
way they were on Aug. 1. We 
have to sweat a great deal 
more to maintain ties with our 
neighbours." he said. “Jordan 
is at its best when it has good 
relations with its neighbours in 
a more coherent Arab World." 

King Hussein, who tried to 
an as a mediator in the crisis, 
quickly moved after the war to 
heal rifts between Jordan and 
the Gulf stares. 

In an address to the nation, 
he said “Jordan throws its arms 
open wide to all those who 
wish to establish friendly rela- 
tions based on mutual respect 
and cooperation." 

But a Kuwaiti news agency 
commentary, responding to 
the King's conciliatory speech, 
accused Jordan of complicity 
with Iraq and of proriding 
Baghdad with weapons for its 
war. a charge categorically de- 
nied by Amman. 

“We have always been for 
forgiveness but we are against 
burying the past." said the 
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official Kuwait news agenri 
KUNA. “It will be difficult ter 
our illations with the regime 
which contributed to our 
slaughter to return one day to 
howtiiey used to be," it added. 

But Kuwaiti officials con- 
ceded that they have no choice 
but to deal with King Hussein 
and Jordan. 

"The Americans arc right: 
no decent alternative exists. 
Middle East stability demands 
that... we are prepared 10 
help...," said a Kuwaiti official 
quoted by Time magazine. 

While western diplomats 
agree thirt the United States 
and the Gulf Arab states will 
help Jordan if the pressures 
mount, they aLso say that the 
Gulf countries may also want 
to punish Amman for its 
stand. The diplomats caution 
that Washington is not going 
to play the major rule in 
brokering a diplomatic peace 
between the Kingdom and the 
Gulf. 

But officials and diplomats 
said Jordan has fur decades 
played an important role as a 
buffer state in the Middle East 
and they suggest that this role 
has not cnanged. 

"Jordan separates two con- 
flicting parties although it is a 
party to the conflict. The King- 
dom also separates Arabs from 
Arabs — radicals from con- 
servatives." Qasem said. 

But for now Jordan’s eco- 
nomy is troubled, cut off from 
traditional aid donors and 
money sent home from ex- 
patriates working in the Gulf 
states. The country's major trad- 
ing partner — Iraq — is in 
ruins and is not expected to 
recover quickly. 

Over 200.000 Jordanians 
had fled home from Kuwait 
and Iraq after the invasion, 
straining Jordan's already li- 
mited resources and feeding 
soaring unemployment. Jordan 
fears that Kuwait and other 
Gulf states will opt for Syrian 
and Egyptian workers to re- 
place Jordanians to reward 
their countries' political stand 
in the crisis. Jordanians and 
.Palestinians are finding it verv 
difficult to stay in the Gulf, 
especially in Kuwait, where 
anti-Jordanian and Palestinian 
sentiment is running high. 

The cost resulting from Jor- 
dan’s strained relations with 
the Gulf slates could run into 
billions of dollars in lost aid 
and expatriate remittances. 
The lost income only com- 
pounded the damage wrought 
on the already fragile economy 
by Jordan's compliance with 
the U.N. embargo against 
Iraq. 

Although many analysts, be- 
lieve that the disaster which 
befell Iraq has not fully un- 
ravelled. they say the invasion 
has shattered a paralysed Arab 
order incapable of dealing with 
economic and political chal- 
lenges imposed by changes on 
a regional and international 
level. Some may agree with 
writer Fuad Ajami that “there 
may be no solutions to the 
problems." Others still believe 
that despite deep divisions 
Arab cultural unity and sense 
of belonging to one commun- 
ity, or U mma. will somehow 
prevail. 
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e Sports 


Senna wins U.S. Grand Prix 


PHOENIX (AP) — A ne w car, a 
new engine and the sanne moti- 
vated driver added up to another 
dominating victory for Ayrton 
Senna in the season -oper ting U.S. 
Grand Prix. 

Senna's latest model McLaren 
race car, powered by Honda's 
new V12 racing engine, picked up 
where the old McLar un-Honda 
VIO left off last year., with the 
brilliant Brazilian lea>ling from 
strt to finish. 

“The car is good. The perform- 
ance speaks for itse-If," Senna 
said quietly. “It's the first time we 
were out for distance on full (gas) 
tanks and it was a gr«;at perform- 
ance. The car proved reliable and 
the engine was good, too." 

The victory, which tied Senna 
with retired Jackie Stewart for 
second on the Formula One 
career victory list with 27 — 
behind only Frenchman Alain 
Prosfs 44 — prepared to be a 
cakewalk for the -defending race 
and series champion. 

Senna, who built leads of up to 
44 seconds before allowing the 
second-place Ferrari of Prost to 
cut into that margin late in the 


race, did have some difficulties. 

“I had small problems only 
with the gearbox and the balance 
of the car," he said. “But every 
year we fight with It (the gear- 
box), and ffie balance problem is 
because we have a new car." 

Prost, Senna's former team- 
mate and bitter rival, bad a prob- 
lem with his clutdi. He finished 
16.322 seconds behind as the 
race, scheduled to run 82 laps, 
was cut by one because of Formu- 
la One's two-hour time limit. 

The Frenchman had a simple 
answer for Senna's dominance: 
“The problem was we were not 
fast enough." 

Senna, who will be 31 on 
March 21, earned his 15th wire- 
to-wire victory, one of several 
records he bolds. The late Jim 
Gark won 13 times from start to 

finish . 

Senna, who started from the 
pole for a record 53rd time, was 
never challenged in the race on 
the newly configured 2.3 12-mile 
(3. 720-kilometre) circuit. 

With Senna so dominant, the 
only real battle was for second 
place. But the Williams of Riccar- 


Bubka and Conway 
seek new world marks 


SEVILLE, Spain (AP) — A 20- 
foot pole vault... and an 8-foot 
indoor high jump — both appear 
possible within the near future. 
That's after pole vault er Sergei 
Bubka of the Soviet Union and 
high jumper Hollis Conway of 
the United States made gallant 
efforts at those ratified heights in 
the World Indoor Championships 
that ended Sunday. 

Bubka, winner of the pole 
vault at 6.00 metres said he 
thought a 6.10-metre jump would 
be possible this year. 

Conway, winner of the high 
jump with an American indoor 
record of 2.40 metres, said he 
thought he will eventually reach 
2.44 metres. But that will have to 
wait until the outdoor season. 

Only one high juniper, Javier 
Sotomayor of Cuba, has scored as 
high as 2.44 metres, reaching that 
height at San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
on July 29, 1980. 

“I knew it was going to be a 
good jump for me," Conway said 
after breaking his U.S. indoor 
record of 2.37 metres with the 
year’s bert jump, before missing 
three times at 2.44 metres. 

“I even felt I could break that 
world (indoor) record” of 2-43 
metres, set by Sotomayor at the 
1989 World Indoor Cham- 
pionships at Budapest, Hungary. 

“But if it was not today, it's 
going to be soon. I am very 
strong. 

“My winter training has been 
very good. So my next goal is 
Tokyo (site of the World Out- 


door Championships in August). 
That counts more than the world 
record anyway. 

“But I hope to get both.” 

Conway's bold shot at the 
world indoor record, plus world 
records by the German teams in 
the men’s and women's 1,600- 
metre relays — the final three 
events Sunday — capped off the 
championships in a blaze of glory. 

Bubka's shot at the first 20-foot 
(6. 10-metre) vault, indoors or 
outdoors, came during Saturday's 
final event, and captivated the 
crowd at the Seville Sports 
Palace. 

Bubka, the world indoor 
record-holder at 6.08 metres and 
the world and the world outdoor 
record-holder at 6.06, got the 
Cans involved in his try at the 
remarkable height by swinging 
his right hand toward the crowd, 
urging them to applaud. They 
responded in kind. 

Although Bubka did not dear 
6.10 metres, he said it was possi- 
ble soon," probably this year." 

He said he had cleared that 
height at Bratislava, Czechoslo- 
vakia, while training for the 1988 
Olympics. 

"I have to set my mind on it 
gradually,” be said when asked 
about repeating the feat in com- 
petition. 

Overall, five world records 
were broken during the three-day 
World Championships, one world 
record was tied, and five other 
meet records were set 


Courier wins Champions 
Cup tennis tournament 


INDIAN WELLS. California (R) 
— American Jim Courier po- 
wered his way to a 4-6 6-3 4-6 6-3 
7-6 upset of Guy Forget of France 
in a three-hour 30-minute final 
Sunday in the SI million Cham- 
pions Cup tennis tournament. 

The 20-year-old Courier, rank- 
ed 26th in the world, won $125,000 
as he belted 12 aces in continuing 
his string of upsets by toppling 
the third seed. 

Courier, seeded 16th, surprised 
three players ranked in the 
world's top 10 here, including 
countryman Andre Agassi, Emi- 
lio Sanchez of Spain and Forget, 


who beat world number one Ste- 
fan Ed berg of Sweden in the 
se mifinals . 


“There's no question, it’s my 
best week,” said Courier. “All 
the top players except Ivan Lendl 
who were healthy were here. To 
win it is, and this might sound like 
a cliche, a big honour.” 

Courier and Forget traded 
shots tike boxers trading punches 
for five sets to push the match to 
a dramatic fifth-set tiebreak, 
which Courier won on his third 
match point when Forget stabbed a 
forehand volley long. 
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READING THOSE CARDS 


Both vulnerable. Wesi deals. 
NORTH 
4 0 9 2 
to 8 4 
■: A Q 6 2 
4 A 6 4 

EST EAST 


WEST 
4 J 8 6 3 
7 A 

v K 8 5 4 
* 10 9 5 2 


1 4 K 10 5 
7 9 7 5 

4 10 3 

2 4 KQJ87 
SOUTH 

♦ A 7 4 
7 K Q J 6 3 2 


West's club lead was taken by the 
ace and a club was ruffed in hand. 
The jack of hearts lost to West’s ace 
and the club return was ruffed. De- 
clarer took a winning diamond fi- 
nesse. cashed the ace and exited with 
a diamond to West's king. This was 
now the position: 


NORTH 
4 Q 9 2 
? 10 8 
6 


j 9 7 


WEST 

EAST 

* 3 



4 J 8 6 3 ♦ K 10 5 

The bidding: 



7 __ 

7 9 7 

West North 

East 

South 

v 8 

■y 

Pass 1 v 

Pass 

1 7 

* 9 

4 K 

Pass 1 NT 

Pass 

4 ? 


SOUTH 

Pass Pass 

Pass 



4 A 7 4 

Opening lead: Ten of * 


7 K Q 6 


Can you remember how good a 
player you were two years after tak- 
ing up the game? Our experience 
borders on acute embarrassment. 
The second-youngest player at the 
European Junior Championship 
was 20-year-old David Fohrer of 
Israel, who learned the game in 
1988. We are impressed with how 
Fohrer, as declarer, handled this 
hand as declarer from the Israel- 
Turkey encounter. 

The auction was routine— if you 
consider North's hand to be worth a 
vulnerable opening bid. However, if 
North passes and South opens, the 
same contract is likely la result. 


* — 

West chose to exit with the eight 
of diamonds. Declarer ruffed in 
hand as East discarded a club, then 
drew the remaining trumps. Since 
West had shown up with the king of 
diamonds and a singleton ace of 
hearts, declarer decided that East 
was more likely to hold the king.of 
spades. So South continued with a 
low spade and, when West followed 
low, dummy’s nine was inserted. 
East won the ten and returned a low 
spade, but declarer ran it to the 
queen and a contract that was de- 
feated one trick in the other room 
sailed home. 


do Patrese of Italy and the Ferrari 
of Jean Alesi of France both went 
out of the race after malting good 
runs at the runnerup spot. 

Patrese was running second on 
lap 50 when he spun to a stop on 
the circuit. As he sat in the car 
attempting to get it restarted, the 
Benetton-Ford of Roberto More- 
no of Brazil sliced through the 
front of the Williams, scattering 
debris around the coarse and 
spinning Moreno out of the race. 

Alesi. second here for Tyrrell 
as a rookie last year, made a 
strong showing in his Ferrari de- 
but. running second through lap 
68. On the next trip around the 
12-turn course, flames began 
shooting from the gearbox area in 
the rear of the car and Alesi was 
forced to slow. He ran several 
more laps before finally parking 
out on the dmiit. 

That left Prost, who started 
second in the 26-car field, back m 
the runnerup position. Brazilian 
Nelson Piquet, like Prost a three- 
time Formula One champion, 
was third, followed by young 
Italian Stefano Modena in a 
TyrrcD-Honda, the last car on the 


lead lap. 

Satoru Nakajima of Japan, 
driving the second Tyrreli- 
Honda, was one lap behind in 
fifth, with countryman Agnri 
Suzuki in a Lola-Ford earning the 
final championship point for 
finishing sixth, two laps back. 

Only nine cars were running at 
the end. 

Nigel Mansell of England, 
making his first start for Wil- 
liams, ws running third on lap 35 
when he began to slow with a 
gearbox problem. He stopped on 
foe next lap, then got out of the 
cockpit and pushed the car to a 
safe position behind the concrete 
barriers lining the dicuit. 

Moments later, on lap 37, 
Gerhard Berger of Austria, Sen- 
na's McLaren teamamte, parked 
his car after experiencing prob- 
lems with the fuel pressure. Ber- 
ger was running fifth when he 
stopped. 

The race, run here for foe third 
time, continued to struggle for 
support with a crowd estimated at 
only about 18,500 turning out in 
warm, partly cloudy weather. 


Sacchi rules Milan out 
of Italian title race 


.Renters 


AC MILAN coach Arrigo Sacchi 
ruled his side out of the Italian 
title race after their 2-0 defeat by 
Sampdoria in Genoa Sunday, a 
result which leaves joint leaders 
Sampdoria and Ihternazionale 
three today points dear of Milan. 

“It’s dear that today we have 
been knocked out of foe cham- 
pionship race,” said Sacchi. after 
a defeat which foDowed hard on 
the beds of Milan's disappointing 
home draw with Olympxque 
Marseille in a European Cup 
quarter-final first leg. 

“We’ve been the best side for a 
long time. And that has cost us a 
lot of effort and sacrifices and it's 
difficult to always maintain the 
very highest standards. 

“At the moment, we’re just not 
there (at those high levels) any- 
more,” added Sacchi. whose 
team have won foe European 
Cup for the Last two season. 


Sabatini beats Graf in 
Florida tennis tournament 


Iu Milan, Internasiouale scored 
a predictable win over a Juventus 
side who, despite a convincing 
win against FC Liege in a mid- 
week Cup Winners’ Cup tie, 
could not live with Inter. 


BOCA RATON, Florida (Agen- 
cies) — Gabriela Sabatini put all 
elements of her now well- 
rounded game together to beat 
top-seeded Steffi Graf 6-4 7-6 
Sunday to repeat as champion of 
the $500,000 Virginia Slims of 
Florida Women's Tennis Tourna- 
ment 

"I think I have everything," 
said Sabatini, who earned 
$100,000 for her victory. “I’ve 
started to use everything and I 
feel very comfortable with many 
shots. 

Graf, who will lose her number 
one ranking Monday to Monica 
Seles after a reign of more than 
three years, did not have control 
of her vaunted forehand as once 
again she fell to the Florida jinx 
which seems to doom her against 
Sabatini. 

The fourth-ranked Argentine, 
who trails 20-7 in their career 
match-up, has beaten Graf all 
four times they have played in 
Florida. 

“It's disappointing,” said Graf, 
who settled for $40,000. “I played, 
so well the other days, but I 
wasn't able to do it today. I wish I 
could've, but she played well.” 

Sabatini has gone from being 
just a force from the baseline to a 
player who can dominate all over 
the court. 

Not loug ago it was something 
special to see Sabatini at the net. 
Since gaining confidence with her 
volley Sabatini 's game has soared 
and brought her first Grand Slam 
title at last year's U.S. Open. 

Against Graf, the Argentine 
won 23 of 36 points she contested 
at the net. 

Tm the more aggressive on 
court,” Sabatini said when asked 
to explain her recent success 
against Graf. “I’m attacked 
more. Probably Tm the more 
complete player." 


Grafs forehand, which was 
looking sharp all week, let her 
down in the finals. She made 25 
unforced forehand errors in the 
one-hour 59-minute match. 

Neither player could hold serve 
in foe opening three games be- 
fore Sabatini held for a 3-1 lead. 

The Argentine had two set 
points on Grafs serve in the ninth 
game, but the German made her 
wait. Graf, however, could not 
convert two break points she had 
in the 10th game and Sabatini 
held for the set. 

“I had chances but 1 wasn't 
ready." Graf said. “The one 
thing that really annoyed me was 
the break points. Even in the 
second set, I had a chance to go 
up 4-2.” 

After exchanging early breaks 
in the second set, Graf had a 
chance to break Sabatini three 
times in the sixth game but faded 
to capitalise. 

There were no more breaks of 
serve although Sabatini had five 
chances to break in the 11th 
game. 

Both started the tiebreak tenta- 
tively, but the advantage soon 
went to the aggressor, Sabatini, 
who clinched the match by 8-6 
with a stunning forehand on her 
third match point. 

Perhaps Grafs slide in foe 
ranking won't end at no. 2- 

The top-seeded Graf knew all 
week that her record 186-week 
streak at no. 1 would end Mon- 
day, when Seles moves to the top 
of foe ladder despite taking last 
week off. The computer ranking 
are based on performances dur- 
ing the previous 52 weeks, and 
they’ll no longer penalise Seles 
for her third-round loss last year 
at Boca Raton. 

Graf, 21, will be ranked no. 2 
tins week, but Sabatini, 20, is 
gaining on her. 


For Juventus, whose World 
Cup hero “Toto” Schillad came 
on as a second half substitute, this 
third defeat in four League games 
puts them right out of the cham- 
pionship picture but does not 
jeopardise the immediate future 
of coach Gigi Maifredi. 


European Soccer 


“Our coach will respect his 
contract (valid to the end of this 
season) with Juventus just like 
Juventus will respect their con- 
tract with him.” Juventus Presi- 
dent Vittorio Chinsano said. 

One coach whose contract will 
not be respected is Rumanian 
Mincea Lucescu who was sacked 
by Pisa hours after his side had 
lost a vital relegation battle, 2-1 
to Caghari. 

The Spanish press roared 
“Cyclone Barcelona” and “Bar- 
celona. unstoppable,” after the 
first division leaders walloped 
Athletic Bilbao 6-0, the basque 
side's heaviest home defeat since 
1950. 

Meanwhile Real Madrid's fans, 
now accustomed to defeat, did 
not bat an eyelid when the de- 
fending league champions lost 3-2 
at home to Real Soriedad, the 
visitors' first win at the Santiago 
Bemabeu Stadium in 47 matches. 

Watching the debacle was John 
Toshack, the Welshman sacked 
by Real Madrid earlier this sea- 
son, who this summer will return 
for his second spell as Sodedad 
coach. 

In Germany. Bayern Munich 
coach Jupp Heynckes hailed his 
team's 3-0 win at midtable VFB 
Stuttgart Saturday as their best 
performance for three years. 


“The game was a super advert 
for soccer,” foe normally res- 
trained Heynckes said. “It was 
straight out of the textbook. We 
have not played so well for three 
years.” 

Striker Roland Wohlfarth, foe 
league’s top scorer, struck twice 
to boost his tally for the season to 
14, and Olaf Thou added a penal- 
ty to keep defending champions 
Bayern within a point of leaders 
Worrier Bremen. 

Werder, foe 1988 champions, 
beat Cologne 2-1 Friday. 

Trouble-ridden Bordeaux suf- 
fered a shock 1-0 away defeat to 
second division Bourges in a 
French Cup first round tie Satur- 
day. 

The once great dub is 14th in 
foe league and already conde- 
mned to relegation after going 
into official receivership last 
month. 

Marseille maintained their 
form with a comfortable 4-1 
home win against Strasbourg, 
striker Jean-Pierre Papin scoring 
twice. 

Top Dutch clubs PSV Ein- 
dhoven and Ajax Amsterdam did 
not play because of Wednesday's 
European Championship quali- 
fier between the Netherlands and 
Malta. 

In their absence the embarrass- 
ment continued to pile op for 
tradition-rich Feyeuootd. 

The Rotterdam side were 
forced to play foe last 20 minutes 
of their home game against Wil- 
lem II with 10 men after new 
coach Wim Jansen inadvertently 
fielded too many foreign players. 

Jansen, appointed only last 
week, began with Czechoslovak 
Stansiav Griga and Hungarian 
Joszef Kiprich but the addition of 
substitute Mark Farrington, an 
Englishman, broke the Dutch 
Socrar Association rule allowing 
a club to field a maximum of two 
□on-Dctch players. 

The referee picked on -Griga 
for an early bath and to com-' 
pound their misery Feyenoord 
lost 1-0. 

Meanwhile Italian first division 
soccer club Lazio confirmed they 
had made a $12-million offer for 
Tottenham and England midfiel- 
der Paul Gascoigne. 

Qub President Gian Marco 
Calleri confirmed the offer bat 
said he feared the news leak 
might provoke a public auction 
for foe player, causing the purch- 
ase price to rise. 

Speaking this weekend before 
Lazio's game against Bari, Calleri 
said foe Rome club would aban- 
don the attempt to sign Gas- 
coigne if other clubs became in- 
volved and there were delays in 
reaching an agreement. 

Calleri had a six-hour meeting 
with Gascoigne’s agent Leonard 
Lazarus and lawyer Mel Stein in 
Rome Thursday. 

The Italian sports daily Gazzet- 
ta Dello Sport, which broke the 
story Friday, said Sunday that 
Lazio bad offered Gascoigne a 
four-year contract worth an 
annual $600,000 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MARCH 12, 1991 

By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Fotwtetion 


ARSES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
day to look straight at bow far you 
have progressed in material mat- 
ters and to make sure you are 
handling diem on a strictly moral 
basis. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You want some pleasant momenta 
now and there is no reason why 
you should not have diem so long 
as you live the golden rule and do 
not hurt other. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is the rime to make sure that you 
do open up some improved condi- 
tions in your life by meditating and 
concentrating upon lofty prmd- 
pies. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is foe time to be sure 
you think in terms of what you can 
do for your good friends as well as 
what they can do for you and much 
of value results. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
interest in foe lighter side of life 
can await performing the civic and 
public duties to which you are 
committed to as a good citizen. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Your longings can now be 
reduced to a workable success 
especially if you are with wise and 
lofty minded persons who have 
made a success. 


partners expect of you and to go 
along with the beat suggestions foa* 
they ma ' rf that you feci will be best 
for all. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is foe rime U> 
be of service to all about and to 

plan that work that can pul at foe 
bead of your dass and your usual 
allies. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your interest in having 
a good time is fine now and are 
able to please almost anyone that 
you go out of your way to make a 
part of your fife. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your residence is a place 
where you need to calm down and 
to ooofit or you find that yon have 
all sorts of difficulties to follow 
you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A day to first engage in foe 
services of your choice after which 
yon can get off with usual contacts 
to see and be with dose compare- 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have very prophetic in- 
sight now into the best manner in 
which to get along with devoted 
allies and in a very conscientious 
fashion. 


Today’s child: If your child were 
bora today he or she has a natural 
breadth of scope that wW prove 
very useful in their life and can 
only be voided if this child is too 
recalcitrant and spends too much 
of their rime and focus on small 
items that are less meaningful, the 
considerable intelligence keeps 
them from getting in the middle 
between people who think strongly 
and have opposite views. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to find out what 


“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. " Wbar yo a make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



‘if i’m so hot, why do they 
call it a cold?" 





THAT SCRAMBLED WCHTO GAME 
p by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 




HE COMMAND© QUITE 
A El© INCOME 
WHICH ©HE KNOW© 
HOWTO 




Now arrange the circled letter s to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FUNNY PUPPY BEETLE GOODLY 
Answer: She wore a bikini because she enjoyed 
getting this— "OUT IN THE OPEN" 




THE Daily Crossword by Hank Harrington 


ACROSS 
i Hock 
5 Deborah or 
Jean 

9 Rough house 

14 Diva offering 

15 Chin, city 

16 Phobia starter 

17 Lean 

18 "The 
Admirable 
Doctor" 

20 Move 

22 Cigar capital 

23 Syr. neighbor 

24 Roman road 

25 Bullring cry 

26 Ye — Shoppe 

28 Probability 

30 Chore 

33 Scoundrel 

35 Bacchanalia 
cry 

36 Company 
symbol 

37 Close by to 
poets 

38 Letter 

39 inane 

40 Spiritual 
leader 

41 Letter opener 

42 North and 
South 

43 Curve 

44 Gr. walk 

45 Ivied 

46 EAP name 

47 Bismarck's 
state: abbr. 

49 Baseball slat 

52 Roma country 

55 Allotted 

57 007 

59 Gotliwogg 

60 Distinctive 
airs 

61 Fiasco 

62 Salon item 

63 Declare 

64 'Tell It 
Ilka 

65 Son of 
Aphrodite 



WO Tribun* Media Stmcee. Inc 
All Rlghu PewnM 


2 Zodiak sign 

3 US humorist 

4 Alliance 
letters 

5 Dojo subject 

6 Overact 

7 Yeager's 
signoff? 

8 Ham on — 

9 Conspiracies 

10 Tropical plant 

11 — Raton 

12 Press 

13 Darlings' dog 
19 — Island 

21 Apple drink 
27 Lanai (east 
26 Accomplishes. 
30 Biackbeard’s 
banner 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


ranlHS □□□□□ 

H0LIL1 □□IIQ □□arm 

aaaga sebiiq l 

mnnrj a SH aa 00300 
0000 ODQ noraramr 

laaaa uK 

□ddbbh dqd maBl 

□□S3BB 080B0G3 

anaaooaaaa^aalP 

QQQQQ OQ 0 H nmnn 
agOBEI BOpI oHran 


DOWN 

1 Father pret. 


1 If s ° r slv 2 IF* w * el 
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Israel 

devalues 

shekel 

TEL AVIV (R) — The Bank of 
Israel devalued the shekel Mon- 
day by 6.25 per cent to 2.1920 
shekels against the U.S. dollar, 
using the calculation of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 

The cut followed Sunday’s 5.66 
per cent reduction in the shekel's 
value against a dollar-do minated 
basket of foreign currencies. 

On Friday the shekel stood ax 
2.055 shekels to one dollar. The 
central bank does not set new 
foreign currency rales on Sun- 
days. 

The Bank of Israel allows the 
shekel to fluctuate around a me- 
dian basket rate by up to five per 
cent in either direction. 

On Sunday it set a new median 
rate of 2.5522 shekels to one unit 
of the dollar-dominated b aske t, 
down from the 2.4077 shekel rate 
fixed at the last formal devalua- 
tion in September 1990. 

Monday's nerw shekel rate 
against the dollar was set at the 
end of the daily electronic trade 
between the central bank and the 
commercial banks. 


Spain said prepared 
to forgive at least 
33% of Egypt’s debt 

MADRID (AP) — Spain is prepared to forgive at least a third of 
Egypt’s 52.5 billion peseta ($546.8 million) debt in recognition of 
Cairo's support of the allied coalition in the Gulf war against Iraq, a 
newspaper reported Sunday. 

Spam’s leading daily El Pais said U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Lawerence Eagiebnrger and Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady both 
requested the gesture from Madrid. Washington forgave Egypt’s S7 
billion debt last fall. 

El Pais said that although Spain may inform the Egyptian 
authorities of the debt forgiveness, an official announcement would 
probably not be made until the next meeting of the Paris Club of 
creditor nations. 

Egypt is Spam’s angle largest debtor. The bulk of the bed consists 
of Outstanding payments for purchases of military equipment. 

Algeria reports huge 
discovery of zinc ore 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has discovered a huge zinc ore deposit that 
could yield 12 million tonnes a year of the metal, the official news 
agency APS reported Monday. The agency said die lode was found at 
Ait Larbi near Bejaia, 100 kilometres east of Algiers. Preliminary 
tests showed the ore assayed at between 6.5 and 7.0 per cent metal 
which ‘"would make it possible ro extract on less than 1.2 mini on 
tonnes of metal a year.” Prospecting in the volcanic Oued Amizo nr 
mountain range began in 1974 but it was not until late last year that 
rich ore lodes were discovered. APS said reserves made it one of the 
biggest deposits in Africa. “It goes without saying that if absolutely 
confirmed by technical studies the project will have immeasurable 
effect on regional and national levels. 


Syria to get 
$100m loan 
from Japan 

TOKYO (R) — Japan will extend 
a yen commodity loan worth $100 
million to Syria, its first such 
government aid programme for 
Da m ascus once 1987, a foreign 
ministry spokesman said Mon- 
day. 

The Japanese government also 
plans to extend another $500 
million to Syria soon for a ther- 
mal power plant, the ministry 
spokesman said. 

Yen commodity loans can be 
used to buy products from any 
foreign country. The interest rate 
on this loan runs at 2.9 per cent 
per year and payment is to be 
made in 25 years including a 
seven-year grace period. 

Japan’s aid to Syria was sus- 
pended in 1987 because of unpaid 
loans. 

Aid to Syria comes on top of a 
S2 billion package Japan ear- 
marked for some of Iraq’s neigh- 
bours which have been suffering 
from the United Nations- 
sanctioned embargo during the 
Gnlf crisis. 

Recipients of that fund in- 
cluded Turkey and Jordan, each 
of which got $700 million, and 
Egypt, which got $600 million. 


Dollar settles back In Europe 
after central banks stifle surge 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
settled back from its early surge 
by Europe’s midsession Monday, 
after Germany’s Bundesbank led 
10 other European central banks 
in selling the U.S. currency. 

Shares on major European 
markets were mostly lower, ex- 
cept in London, as traders cashed 
in their profits from gains last 
week. 

Crude oil prices more than 65 
cents a barrel weaker due to fears 
that a ministerial-level meeting of 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) in 
Geneva would not reach a deal 


limi ting production. 

The dollar was quoted at 
1.5715 marks and 137.58 yen at 
1245 GMT, down from 1.5822 
marks and 138.25 yen in early 
trading. 

But despite repeated central 
bank selling it was still above its 
London dose Friday of 1.5650 
marks and 13630 yen. 

The Bundesbank confirmed it 
sold dollars in mid-morning trad- 
ing, in concerted action with 
other central banks. 

Currency dealers said a first 
intervention took place as the 
dollar was trading ax about 13830 


marks and it was followed up 
rapidly by further moves at 
1.5800, 1.5730 and 1.5745 marks. 

“They really mean business,” 
said one trader in Frankfurt The 
volume of dollars sold for marks 
had been heavy, he added. 

Central banks of Austria, 
Spain, Denmark, Finland, 
Sweden, Norway, Portugal, Bel- 
gium, Britain and Switzerland 
joined in, officials and dealers 
said. The Bank of England was 
reported to have sold dollars for 
yen on behalf of the Bank of 
Japan. 

“Probably the rate of apprecia- 


tion was as much a worry to them 
as anything else,” said Jeremy 
Hawkins, senior economist at 
Bank of America in London. . 

Traders said the dollar’s surge 
was due to strong demand from 
businesses after the end of the 
Gulf war and buying by traders 
who had expected the U.S. cur- 
rency to fall, and were trying to 
cover themselves. 

Its strength took many traders 
by surprise, following the 
announcement Friday of employ- 
ment data for February which 
showed weakness in the U.S. 
economy. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, March 11, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 

. _ o-La'V Swiss franc - 486.1 489.0 

Bay • ' 124-5" 125.2’ 

U-S. doBar - — 671.0 -6W4) Japanese yen (forlOO) 485.7 . 488.6* 

Pound Sterling • ■ 1241.9 M49.4 Dun* guilder 376.0 378-3 

Deutscfaemark 423.8 426.3 Sawdsb crown 115.0 115.7 

Jaa&an Bra (for 100) SbJS 57.J 

Belgian franc (for 10) 208.7 210.0 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at nridsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


Former Greek premier goes on 
trial in bank scandal 


One Sterling 1.8625/35 

One U.S. dollar 1.1605/10 

13700/05 
1.7710/20 
13690/95 
32.37/41 
53420/70 
1173/1174 
13730/60 
5.8000/50 
6.1300/50 
6.0350/0400 

One ounce of gold 369.10/60 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars. 
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ATHENS (R) — Former Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou, a 
■fiery Socialist whoied Greece for 
eight years, went cm trial Monday 
charged with accepting stolen 
money and bribes in the country’s 
biggest financial scandal this cen- 
tury. 

Defiant to the end, Papan- 
dreou refused to appear before 
the special 13-judge court set up 
by parliament in 1989 to try five 
former Socialist ministers over a 
bank embezzlement scandal. 

He will be tried in absentia and 
faces a possible sentence of life in 
prison if convicted. The trial is 
expected to last three to four 
months. 

Three other former Socialist 
ministers did appear in court — 
Deputy Prime Minister and Jus- 
tice Minis ter Agamemnon Kout- 
soyorgas. Public Order .Minister 
George Petsos and Finance 
Minister Dimitrias Tsovolas. 

Former Economy Minister 
Panayiotis Roumeliotis, the fifth 
accused, was separated from the- 
others because he has immunity 


"Cinema 


from prosecution as a European 
Parliament deputy. Proceedings 
are under way to lift his immun- 
ity. • — - • ; 

Tbe accused are charged with 
crimes including taking bribes, 
accepting stolen money and 
breaching public faith in carrying 
out their duties. 

Police ringed the Supreme 
Court in central Athens to guard 
against guerrilla attacks — Petsos 
narrowly survived a car bomb 
attack in 1989 — and to hold back 
an angry crowd of 1,000 Socialist 
supporters denouncing the trial as 
a '’political farce.” 

“Shame, shame, shame,” 
chanted the crowd, which stop- 
ped traffic on Alexandras Ave- 
nue outside the courthouse for 
several hours. “Papandreou is 
innocent. The trial is a joke.” 

Papandreou denies any crimin- 
al wrongdoing and maintain^ the 
embezzlement scandal at the pri- 
vate Bank of Crete in 1988 could 
have happened under any gov- 
ernment. 
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U.S., allies begin talks on financial 
help to Jordan, Egypt and Turkey 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — The 
United States and 26 other weal- 
thy countries met Monday to 
discuss funding for Iraq’s poor 
neighbours as the glow of victory 
in the Gulf war fades and the 
economic reckoning begins. 

With the war over, the region 
faces severe economic instability 
which could undermine efforts to 
foster peace and long-term secur- 
ity- 

The meeting in Luxembourg 
was called under the auspices of 
the Gulf Crisis Financial Coor- 
dination Group, set up by 
Washington last year to channel 
aid to Egypt, Jordan and Turkey 
— the so-called frontline states 
worst affected by the trade and 
oil embargo againt Iraq. 

“There is more work for this 


Switzerland 
lifts boycott, 
frees assets 
of Kuwait 

BERNE (R) — Switzerland has 
lifted its economic boycott 
against Kuwait and unblocked 
Kuwaiti assets frozen when Iraqi 
troops overran the emirate in 
August. 

The Swiss foreign minister said 
Monday the purpose of the 
boycott had been to prevent Iraq 
from drawing economic benefits 
from its occupation of Kuwait. 
“When Kuwait was freed on Feb. 
27, 1991, this reason dis- 
appeared,” the ministry said. 

The finance ministry said 
Berne would also allow the 
Kuwaiti government complete 
control over its assets held in 
Switzerland since there was no 
longer any danger they could fall 
into Iraqi hands. 

The decision to join interna- 
tional sanctions against Iraq and 
Kuwait in August marked an 
unprecedented departure from 
traditional Swiss foreign policy of 
neutrality. 

Soviet air 
industry 
to focus on 
civilian 


planes 


MANILA (R) — The Soviet air- 
craft industry is shifting produc- 
tion from warplanes to civilian 
aircraft to expand sales in the 
world market after the Gnlf war, 
a Soviet official said in Manila 
Monday. 

Alexander, Voinov, an official of 
the Soviet aircraft marketing 
company Aviaexport, said in an 
interview that Moscow wanted to 
“acquaint the world with Soviet 
aircraft." 

“Soviet plane factories are 
undergoing conversion into tbe 
production of dvflian aircraft due 
to the reduction of production of 
military aircraft,” Voinov said 
before Tuesday’s opening of the 
second aviation and defence air 
show in Manila. 

“Our participation in tbe air 
show here is an opportunity to be 
able to market and sell our air- 
craft in Asia and elsewhere,” 
Voinov said. 

The Soviets have sent the 
largest delegation among 80 com- 
panies from 20 countries to tbe 
air show, winch is scheduled to be 
opened by Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino Tuesday ^morn- 
ing. 

The performance of Soviet- 
made planes used by the Iraqis in 
tiie Golf war would not affect 
plans to expand sales of civilian 
planes on the world market, 
Voinov said. 

"There are problems, but all 
these problems can be solved,” 
added Voinov, who is head of the 
exhibition department of Aviaex- 
port in Moscow. He did not 
elaborate. 


group to do... I'm not here to 
push any particular proposal but 
we do have some thoughts,” 
Robert Kimmitt, U.S. under- 
secretary of state for political 
affairs, told reporters as he ar- 
rived for the meeting. 

Western countries, Japan, 
South Korea and four of the Gulf 
oil states will listen to a World 
Bank plan for the region and then 

cry ro del ermine where tbe cash 

would come from. 

Neither U.S. nor Luxembourg 
officials could say whether help 
for countries other than Egypt. 
Jordan and Turkey was likely to 
be discussed. 

The group has already prom- 
ised S10.3 billion aid, funded 
predominantly by the rich Gulf 
states, the European Com- 


munity and Japan. 

The U.S. was excused on the 
grounds that it had borne the 
bulk of military burden of driving 
Iraq out of Kuwait. 

But other countries, particular- 
ly those which have paid large 
sums towards tbe war effort, may 
question this. 

Washington has appeared to 
step back from Secretary of State 
James Baker’s plan for a Middle 
East development bank. Several 
U.S. lawmakers have made it 
dear they would not welcome 
such a bank if they had to contri- 
bute to it. 

The Saudis, who might also be 

expected to put up much of the 
bank’s funds, have been unenthu- 
siastic, U-S. analysts say. 


A World Batik-administered 
aid package would have the 
advantage of being apolitical, 
funding countries according to 
need rather than affiliation dur- 
ing the war. 

Tbe Gulf states have put up 
S6.1 billion of the Gulf crisis 
group's $10.3 billion funds so far. 
Tbe European Community and 
Japan have pledged $2 billion 
each with other countries chip- 
ping in the remaining S200 mil- 
lion. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
other four rich Gulf states are 
already expected to bankroll a 
predominantly Egyptian and Sy- 
rian peacekeeping force for the 
region under an Arab security 
plan agreed in Damascus last 
week. 


OPEC oil policy talks 
make a tense start 


GENEVA (R) — Talks -between 
oil ministers of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries on OPEC policy after tbe 
Gulf war made a tense and hesi- 
tant start Monday, marred by 
ill-feeling between members. 

“Tbe committee atmosphere is 
not very easy,” commented Iran’s 
Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh minutes before the 
opening session of the ministerial 
monitoring committee. 

“It was a tense atmposhere but 
there were no heated exchanges 
between the ministers," an Arab 
delegate, who attended the talks, 
later confirmed. 

The early session did not touch 
upon the key issue of whether 
OPEC should cut production to 
get into line with a projected fall 
m demand during the coming 
warmer months in the northern 
hemisphere. 

“We have not touched price 
yet. We have not yet touched the 
cut in production,” OPEC 
Secretary-General Snbroto told a 
news briefing after the talks ad- 
journed for a few hours. 


These issues are bound to come 
up later, as many ministers have 
already stated the case for OPEC 
to bring output down from the 
current 23 million barrels per day 
(b/d) estimated by industry 
analysts. 

However, any action taken 
during the talks will depend on 
whether Saudi Arabia can be 
satisfied. Riyadh, fresh from 
helping to win a war and looking 
at a bill of $50 trillion for this, is 
not keen to shave its 8.3 million 
b/d output by much. 

Saudi Arabia submined esti- 
mates for demand on OPEC oil in 
the second quarter of this year of 
22.45 million b/d 2.55 million b/d 
above where Iran, seen as 
OPECs “price hawk,” judges the 
market to be. 

The OPEC secretariat's eco- 
nomists expect demand of around 
21.41 million b/d but the Saudi 
side is unlikely to be swayed. 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisham 
Nazer entered the talks reiterat- 
ing that he saw little chance that 
the monitoring committee meet- 
ing could be transformed into a 


full conference — which would be 
needed if policy changes were to 
be agreed. 

The tension within OPEC re- 
volves around an attempt by 
some members outside the Gulf 
to force the pace for the group to 
reintroduce production quotas, 
suspended during the Gulf crisis 
which began with Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait last August. 

The suspended pact had set a 
reference price of $21 a barrel 
and a 22.5 million b/d ceiling. 

With two members, Iraq mid 
Kuwait, unable to produce oil as 
a result of the war, that quota 
arrangement looks redundant. 

It may, however, form the 
basis for negotiations when the 
crisis is deemed to be ended. 

Although a ceasefire has been 
called, Saudi Arabia feels that the 
right time has not yet come. “The 
crisis is nor over ret.” said a 
Saudi oil source. 

The war has not fonnaly ended 
yet, the United Nations boycott 
of Iraqi oil remains in place and 
Kuwait and Iraqi oil facilities 
have been devastated by the con- 
flict. 


Japan wants to avoid becoming 
silent banker in post-war Gulf 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, worried it 
will be denied a significant role in 
establishing the postwar order in 
the Middle East, is stepping up 
efforts to avoid the image of 
silent banker. 

“We’re worried that we will 
keep receiving a bill after every- 
thing is decided by someone 
else,” said one government offi- 
cial who declined to be named. 

Bnt given Tokyo’s lack of 
effective diplomatic tools other 
than money, its efforts are likely 
to achieve tittle, Japanese govern- 
ment officials say. 

This concern was heightened at 
the weekend when Japan's rating 
Liberal Democratic Ptirty (LDP) 
was forced to call off plans to 
send a high-level mission to the 
Gnlf after it foiled to arrange 
meetings with political leaders 
there. 

Government officials say they 
realise Japan can play a limited 
role in charting post-Gulf war 
political strategy because Tokyo 
foiled to extend sufficient backing 
other than money for tbe U.S.- 
led multilateral war effort against 
Iraq. 

“But this doesn’t mean we can 
do everything in the financial 
area,” tbe government official 
said. 

Finance Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto told parliament last 
week he sees a strong sense of 
comradeship emerging among 
allied countries which fought 
against Iraq. 

“This sentiment has helped 
strengthen bonds among them ... 
Tm worried a country like Japan, 
which made no personnel con- 
tribution, could become tbe odd 
man out,” Hashimoto said. 

“Under such circumstances ... 
we just can’t afford to take care 
of every financial need,” he said. 

Officials said Hashimoto’s re- 
marks represented general con- 


cern within the government that 
Tokyo would simply be forced to 
pmt up more money without being 
consulted fully by the allies. 

“We’re not saying we are reluc- 
tant to give aid. Rather, we are 
willing to give as much aid as 
possible. But to do so, we need to 
have a fair say in policy-malting,” 
said another government official. 

The officials acknowledge 
Tokyo has yet to come up with a 


clear-cut strategy to secure its 
position in forthcoming diploma- 
tic bargain some suggest that 
Tokyo use existing multilateral 
agencies, such as the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Baidc, as forums through 
which to wield its influence. 

Japan normally insists that its 
aid money be channelled through 
the IMF and the World Bank. 


FOR SALE 

Mercedes 200 accidented car, 1988 model duty free; 
Mazda 929 1986 model, duty free. 

Available at WHO building — Dahyah Al Hussain - 
•x-Soclal Security Building - Opposite Housing Bank. 

Last day for receiving closed bids: Thursday, March 14, 
1991. 


Proudly announce resumption of its flights 

AMMAN - LARNACA - AMMAN 

As from 17th March 1991 at the following 
schedule 


Frequent 

Sun 


Frequent 

Sun 


Flight No, 
CY499 


Flight No. 
CY488 


Deo.Arr. Class 
1200-1320 C/Y 


Dep.Arr. 

0930-1110 


Class 

C/Y 



Philiplna sleep-in house maid to start work 
immediately. 

Applicants call 639819 


BUILDING FOR SALE 

New building consisting of 4 large apartments, 2 semi- 
villas and a penthouse. 

Location: 5th Circle. 

Please call tel. 844194, 843356. 


NotesrEffective 1st Apr. twice weekly 
Class: C-Executive Y=Economy Classs 
With connections to all major cities in Europe 
and the Middle East. 



For more information please contact your travel agent: 
or Cyprus Airways General Sales Agents: 
Perta Travel & Tourism Co.(PETRATOURS) 
Abdel Hamid Sharaf Str. 

Tel : 670267 - 667028 - 670449 
Fax : 681402, Telex:23232 PETRA JO, 
P.O. Box 1803, Amman - Jordan 
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Soviet parliament warns rebel 
republics not to block union vote 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
parliament, in a clear warning to 
six rebel republic*, said Monday 
that any attempt to stop people 
voting in a referendum on the 
country's future would be illegal. 

It passed a resolution ordering 
"all necessary measures” to en- 
sure that even’ Soviet citizen had 
the chance to vote in next Sun- 
day's ballot. 

Georgia. Armenia, Moldova 
and the breakaway Baltic repub- 
lics of Estonia. Latvia and 
Lithuania have ail refused to 
organise the vote on whether to 
preserve the Soviet Union as a 
"renewed federation of equal 
sovereign republics". 

“The prosecutor's office and 
(he Interior Ministry of the USSR 
have to secure strict observation 
of law and order, to take all 
necessary measures so that on 
March 17 each citizen has a real 
possiblity to implement his con- 
stitutional right," the parliament 
resolution said. 

"Any infringement of the 
rights of a citizen of the USSR to 
take pan in the referendum, any 
limitations of this right contradict 
the constitution, ore illegal and 
are to be slopped." 

The resolution did not say how 
voting was to be enforced. 

The parliament also resolved to 
send deputies to each of the rebel 
republics and the radical stron- 


gholds of Moscow and Leningrad 
“to monitor the course of the 
referendum and render assistance 
to commissions organising re- 
ferendums." 

This apparently referred to 
attempts by pro-Moscow groups 
and ethnic minorities within the 
six boycotting republics to orga- 
nise the vote on their own. 

The referendum is designed to 
underpin a union treaty which 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev hopes will hold the 15 
republics together in a new. loos- 
er federation and prevent a furth- 
er slide towards economic chaos 
and civil war. 

The political temperature has 
risen in the run-up to the vote as 
central authorities strongly for a 
"yes” vote and radicals and 
nationalists step up their cam- 
paigns for a “no". 

Meanwhile, vast crowds 
poured on to the streets of Soviet 
cities to back populist politician 
Boris Yeltsin and call for the 
resignation of President Gor- 
bachev, his arch-rival. 

About 200,000 people turned 
out Sunday in Moscow, where 
demonstrators ebanted "Gor- 
bachev get out". Tens of 
thousands gathered in other cities 
to support Yeltsin, who is likely 
to face fresh censure in the 
national parliament. 

The Moscow demonstrators lis- 


tened to reformist politicians de- 
nounce next week’s referendum 
on preserving the Soviet Union 
and the latest draft of a union 
treaty ou new links between Mos- 
cow and the country's 15 repub- 
lics. 

It was one of the biggest pro- 
tests since Gorbachev launched 
his perestroika reforms in 1985 
and raised even further the stakes 
in months of his political duelling 
with Yeltsin, president of the 
Russian Federation, the biggest 
republic. 

But Soviet television, run by a 
Gorbachev loyalist, devoted 20 
minutes of the evening news to 
condemnations of die rally and of 
a speech the day before in which 
Yeltsin said: "Let’s declare war 
on the leadership of the country, 
which has led us into a quag- 
mire.” 

Television analyst Alexander 
Artsibashev said: "Today we 
stand before a choice. Shall we 
preserve* our fatherland or blow it 
up and shatter it into tiny 
pieces?” 

"It is very easy to heap guilt on 
someone for the failures of peres- 
troika and much more difficult to 
show the way out of these diffi- 
culties. It is not true that six years 
of perestroika were for nothing.” 

A journalist reporting from 
Moscow's jammed Manezh 
Square said some protesters were 


calling for violence. 

Conservative politicians inter- 
viewed on the programme openly 
questioned Yeltsin’s integrity and 
one mentioned his alleged in- 
volvement in two scandals. 

Participants at Sunday’s rally in 
Moscow accused the Communist 
Party of trying to perpetuate its 
bold on power with the referen- 
dum, which asks voters whether 
they favour keeping the country 
as a “union of sovereign equal 
republics.” 

“We are being asked: Do we or 
do not mist the leadership of the 
country?” Moscow's radical 
Mayor Gavriil Popov told the 
crowd. 

"No" roared back the demon- 
strators. 

Local journalists said pro- 
Yeltsin rallies drew 70,000 in 
Leningrad and 50,000 in Sverd- 
lovsk, his borne town. 

About 7,000 people gathered 
in Kiev, the Ukrainian capital, 
and tens of thousands more in 
Lvov, in the western Ukraine, a 
hotbed of nationalism where au- 
thorities have organised an addi- 
tional referendum next Sunday 
on secession. 

Ukrainian coal miners voted 
Sunday on a proposal to launch 
an all-out strike to press for pay 
increases of up to 150 per cent — 
dismissed by authorities as exces- 
sive. 


Japanese pledge more aid for UNHCR 


TOKYO (AP) — The naming of 
a Japanese professor to head the 
United Nations refugee relief 
agency has stirred her countrymen 
to offer financial backing for the 
organisation. 

"We've noticed increased 
pledges coming in since Janu- 
ary," said Chikafco Sailo. spokes- 
woman for the Tokyo office of 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees. "Mom have come in 
since February." 

That was when Sadako Ogata, 
a U.S. -trained professor and ex- 


pert in human rights, became the 
new U.N. High Commissioner. 

Saito said the naming of Mrs. 
Ogata to the post as well as an 
increased awareness of refugees 
stemming from the Gulf war 
appear to be the main reasons for 
the rise in pledges from Japanese 
groups. 

In late February, the nation- 
wide organisation that represents 
Japanese big business pledged to 
set upt a l-billion-yen ($7.3- 
miliion) fund to be used for re- 
fugee relief work. 


The Rotary Qub is Japan also 
bas announced plans to raise 
2.200 yen ($16) from each mem- 
ber, which would bring in 210 
million yen (SI. 75 million), Saito 
said. 

Both organisations cited Mrs. 
Ogata's nomination to bead the 
U.N. agency as motivating their 
fund-raising efforts. 

In 1990, the agency’s Tokyo 
office received 126 million yen 
($920,000) in cash and goods 
from all sources. 


Quebec liberals approve 
moves towards autonomy 


MONTREAL (R) — Quebec's 
ruling Liberal Party overwhel- 
mingly approved a radical new 
policy at the weekend that calls 
for almost total autonomy for the 
French-speaking province in 
largely English-speaking Canada. 

Nationalists among the 2.800 
delegates at the parly’s conven- 
tion defeated efforts by federal- 
ists Saturday to soften the Allaire 
Report, which calls for a massive 
transfer of powers from the cen- 
tra! government to the province. 

The report, named after Liber- 
al Party member Je.m Allaire, a 
iawvei who helped to draft it. 
proposes that a provincial re- 
ferendum on independence be 
held by laic 19*>2 unless Canada 
agrees to demands lor radical 
decentralisation. 

The adoption of the report as 
party policy leaves supporters of 
the existing confederation with- 
out a forum in Quebec, home to 
nH*st of the n.5 milium French 
C ".i uduns 

The opposition Pam Quehe- 
i\« has advocated independence 
for Quebec since it was founded 
in I **.7 l*> disenchanted national- 
ists who quit the Liberal Party. 

At the weekrnd gathering, (lie 
federalists appeared isolated as 
the Liberal Parts slutted in tine 
with opinion polls slum mg two- 
thuds of Quebec's inhabitants 


want an independent country re- 
taining only economic tics to 
Canada. 

Quebec Cabinet Minister 
Claude Ryan, a staunch federalist 
and former Liberal Party leader, 
walked out of the convention 
Saturday after delegates defeated 
a motion calling for a resumption 
of talks with the nine other pro- 
vinces. 

Quebec Premier Robert 
Bouiassa appealed Sunday for 
parly unity and moved to reas- 
sure tlie federalists, "our first 
choice is to enable Quebec to 
develop within a federal struc- 
ture. TTiat is our first choice." he 
told delegates. 

“Most of the delegates here 
don't want one of the greatest 
countries of the world split into 
three territories: Canada East, 
Canada West and Quebec." he 
saxi. 

But surveys show most Cana- 
dians in mher provinces are in no 
mood to accept the demands laid 
out in the Allaire Report, such as 
gran ling Quebec sole jurisdiction 
over area*, ranging from the en- 
vironment to agriculture and pub- 
lic health 

Many English ^peaking Cana- 
dians have said they would prefer 
to lose Quebec than break up 
central government. 


U.S., S. Korea begin 
military exercises today 

But a South Korean Defence 
Ministry spokesman said impro- 
ving ties with Pyongyang, with 
which Seoul is still technically at 
war. was the main concern for the 
reduction 

“North Korea has cominously 
complained about Team Spirit. 
We could no longer ignore that 
fact." the spokesman said. 

In a mock amphibious assault 
landing for reporters Sunday, the 
air filled with the sounds of explo- 
sions as South Korean Marines 

rushed ashore from amphibious 
assault vehicle*. 

There were no I'.S. Marines in 
the beach landing this year. 

North Korea has many times 
suspended talks with Seoul to 
demand Team Spirit be called 
off. claiming that it is a rehearsal 
for an invasion of tile North. 
South Korea and the United 
States say the exercises are purely 
defensive, testing readiness to re- 
pel another North Korean inva- 
sion of the South. 

The plan from the beginning 
this year was that Team Spirit 
would be smaller." a spokesman 
for Combined Forces Command 
ICFCI said. 

“Bui no-one expected there 
would be a (Gulf) war. so there 
were some additional reduc- 
tions. “ he said. "There was a 
secondary, ripple effect.’’ 


POII ANG. South Kvie .1 (K) - 
The Untied Stales and South 
koifj piepaied MiHid.iv In 
launch annual joint military exer- 
cises on a smaller scale than usual 
because of the demands of the 
Gulf tsar and a desire to improve 
lies with North Korea, defence 
spokesman said. 

Hundreds of South Korean 

Marines will stioin a beach north 
of tius small southern port cilv 
he J >nc dawn Tuesday, kicking olf 
a jfi-dav exercise that will rest 
South Korean and American abi- 
lities to light an unseen enemv — 
a thinly -disguised North Korea, 
which fought the South in the 
J 95 B-SJ Korean War. 

Team Spirit first began in N76 
with about 4fi.tAX) Korean and 
U S forces. The numbers in- 
creased every year up to a 1984 
peak of nearly 2111.1100 partici- 
pants. 

Bui this year only 140.til.Xl per- 
sonnel are taking part, the South 
Korean Defence Ministry said. 

"There has been a significant 
reduction this time because of 
(the! Desert Storm (allied offen- 
sive m the Gulf war)," said Jim 
Vance, public affairs officer for 
the U.S. Marine Expeditionary 
Force. 

Vance, who came from Okina- 
wa. Japan, to participate in Team 
Spirit, said many of his colleagues 
were sent to tlie Gulf. 


Benin 
president 
expected 
to lose in 
elections 

COTONOU. Benin (AP) — Vo- 
ters expected to deliver the first 
electoral defeat to an African 
president cast their ballots calmly 
despite fears of military interven- 
tion. 

Western diplomats and other 
international observers said vot- 
ing appeared free and fair and 
there were no reports of fraud 
late Sunday, when the Interior 
Ministry began counting votes. 

The president. Gen. Mathieu 
Kcrckou. has threatened to inter- 
vene if voting was marred by 
fraud or violence. 

Kcrckou did not benefit from 
election campaign, which has 
aided other African leaders who 
have faced contested elections. 
He was forced to accept a care- 
taker government and prime 
minister a year ago after riots and 
strikes brought the country's eco- 
nomy to a standstill. 

The prime minister, Nicephorc 
Soglo, was among 12 candidates 
opposing Kerekou. 

Kcrckou has been accused of 
conducting a violent campaign to 
instigate violence, keep voters 
away from the polls and create an 
excuse to hang on to power in this 
tiny equatorial nation in West 
Africa. 

Political observers said Kere- 
kou was likely to be defeated if 
the voting is fair, becoming the 
first president on the African 
continent deposed by the ballot 
box. However, no reliable public 
opinion polls were available. Fin- 
al results were not expected be- 
fore Thursday. 

When he cast his vote, the 
gray-haired president sported a 
drab green uniform devoid of the 
gold ribbon, badges and other 
military trimmings of more 
powerful davs. 

Internationa! observers and 
local newspapers doubted that 
Kerekou, 5S, who describes him- 
self as a chameleon, has con- 
vinced a sceptical electorate that 
he abo would change his Marxist 
colours. 

One diplomat said voters told 
him they feared Kerekou might 
derail the fragile democratic pro- 
cess. 

Besides Soglo, the other candi- 
date favoured to do well is former 
International Labour Organisa- 
tion chief Albert Tevoedjrc. 

The United States. Canada. 
France and Germany sent obser- 
vers to monitor the voting. 

"AI! the party representatives I 
spoke to said they were very 
satisfied with the way the voting 
went," said U-S. Sen. Rodney 
Ellis, who is among the four- 
member U.S. observer team. 


Death toll 
reaches 43 
in South 
African 
clashes 

ALEXANDRA. South Africa 
(AP) — Police shot a balck man 
to death Monday when a gang 
armed with firebombs attacked a 
police patrol in the latest trillings 
in three days of black faction 
fighting that left at least 43 people 
dead. 

Police Col. Frans Malherbe 
said that between Saturday and 
early Monday 36 people were 
killed and 53 injured in the black 
township of Alexandra in north- 
ern Johannesburg, four men were 
killed in nearby Tembisa 
township, and three in Soweto to 
the south. 

“The situation remains very 
tense with lots of angry people 
out in the streets. Police are 
doing everything they can to res- 
tore peace." he said. 

Helicopters buzzed over the 
township Monday as police vehi- 
cles packed with armed troopers 
moved through the streets. 
Heavily-armed police reinforce- 
ments were moved into Alexan- 
dra over the weekend to try and 
halt the fighting. 

Police said two people in Alex- 
andra were killed Monday — the 
man who was shot to death when 
the police patrol was attacked 
and another man who was hacked 
to death by members of a rival 
faction. The police vehicle was hit 
by one firebomb, but no officers 
were injured, police said. 

Fighting erupted in the 
township before dawn Saturday 
between Zulus tied to the con- 
servative inkatha Freedom Party 
and Xhosas and other blacks 
loyal to the African National 
Congress (ANC). The two groups 
oppose apartheid, but are divided 
by political and tribal differences. 

ANC and Inkatha leaders held 
weekend talks to try and halt the 
killings. 


Indian 

parliament 

passes 

interim 

budget 

NEW DELHI (R) — India’s frac- 
tious parliament stopped arguing 
long enough Monday to rush 
through an interim budget and 
other essentia] business to pave 
the way for an early general 
election. 

The fate of the budget, vital to 
tide India through economic cri- 
sis. was left hanging when Prime 
Minister Chandra Shekhar res- 
igned last Wednesday, advising 
tbe president that an early elec- 
tion was the only way to resolve 
political chaos. 

After days of intrigue aimed at 
staving off polls which few politi- 
cians really want, the fragmented 
Lok Sabha (lower bouse of par- 
liament) agreed to let vital busi- 
ness tbrough without debate. 

One party staged a brisk walk- 
out ro register protest at an exten- 
sion of direct rule over Punjab. 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh's Jana- 
ta Dal was the only party to 
demand elections for a new state 
assembly in the northern state 
which is racked by Sikh separatist 
violence. 

But the interim budget was 
passed unanimously by voice 
vote, after Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) spokesman Som- 
nath Chatterj ee was allowed to 
state: “We will not 'oppose (it) 
although we have our reserva- 
tions." 

He was referring to the 
budget’s modest proposals to cut 
farmers' subsidies and offer some 
shares in loss-making state- 
owned companies to private in- 
vestors. 

The political crisis has ham- 
pered India's negotiations with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) for at least $2 billion in 
new loans. India, facing a foreign 
exchange crunch, borrowed $1.79 
billion from the IMF in January. 

Businessmen saw the spending 
cuts and privatisation moves as 
tools for negotiations with tbe 
IMF, pending a regular budget. 

President Ramaswamy Venk- 
ataraman's delay in announcing 
early polls has infuriated opposi- 
tion parties. They accuse turn of 
trying of give former Premier 
Gandhi time to form another 
government to stave off polls 
which Gandhi's Congress Party is 
unlikely to win. 

But diplomats attributed Venk- 
ataraman's delay to the need to 
get approval for the budget and 
other urgent business. 

Tbe Lok Sabha adjourned until 
Tuesday. Politicians said they ex- 
pected Venkata raman to come to 
parliament house later Monday 
for a mass meeting to discuss 
elections. 

The interim budget, which 
makes no taxation changes, was 
essential to keep revenue coming 
in for the first four months of the 
1991/92 fiscal year, starting April 
1 . 

Its objective is to cut the 1991/ 
92 deficit to about 6.5 per cent of 
gross domestic product from 8.5 
per cent in tbe current year. The 
1991/92 budget deficit is tenta- 
tively estimated at 99.77 billion 
rupees ($5.39 billion). 

About 370 of the 515 current 
members of the Lak Sabha, split 
among half a dozen major parties 
after Congress lost power in in- 
conclusive 1989 polls, attended 
the session. 

The six-month extension of 
direct rule in Punjab from May 
was passed by 321 votes to four 
against after Janata Dal walked 
out. 


Rival Serbian groups 
demonstrate in Belgrade 


BELGRADE (AP) — At least 
15,000 anti-government protes- 
ters gathered in downtown Bel- 
grade Monday in the third 
straight day of the fiercest anti- 
communist demonstrations since 
World War n. Serbian officials 
were to hold emergency sessions 
Monday ro consider protesters’ 
demands for greater freedom. 

But twice as many people 
attended a counter- 

demonstration staged by Serbia’s 
embattled Communist authorities 
in a show of s u pport for State 
President Slobodan Milosevic. 

About 30.000 people, many 
bussed in from factories around 
tbe state, gathered near the con- 
fluence of the Sava and Danube 
rivets at tbe rally called by Ser- 
bia's Socialist Part} , the renamed 
Communists. 

"We null prevail over those 
who want to destroy Serbia.” said 
Du&ko Malkovic, a deputy in the 
state legislature. 

Hundreds of policemen wear- 
ing bullet-proof vests and car- 
rying automatic rifles stood be- 
hind the podium as speakers 
blasted die opposition and die 
crowd dapped perfunctorily. 

The party has frequently staged 
similar rallies decked out with red 
flags and Milosevic portraits, 
often getting state-run enterprises 
to release employees from work. 

At least 15.000 anti- 
Communist protesters gathered 
in downtown Belgrade to demand 
the sacking of Serbia’s interior 
minis ter and the head of Belgrade 
TV, seen as a symbol of the 
Communist stranglehold on 
media in Yugoslavia’s largest 
state. 

The protesters, mostly stu- 
dents, also demanded the release 
of an estimated 170 people jailed 
over the past three days, and an 
end to censorship clamped on 
Belgrade’s independent radio and 
TV. 

Serbia's state legislature and 


government were to hold 
emergency sessions Monday to 
consider tbe demands. 

The normally reclusive 
Milosevic reportedly met some 
students, but refused to receive a 
student delegation sent by the 
protesters, student leaders said. 

A group of 19 opposition de- 
puties on hunger strike outside 
the Serbian’ parliament since 
Saturday said they would con- 
tinue their fast until all the de- 
mands were met. 

Student leaders said they 
would call an immediate boycott 
of classes at Belgrade University, 
the largest in Yugoslavia, if their 
demands are not met. 

In an apparent attempt to defuse 
tension, only a handful of traffic 
policemen watched Monday's 
downtown protest. Special anti- 
riot units who fought a running 
battle with students on a nearby 
bridge overnight were with- 
drawn. 

But several armoured police 
cars were parked in adjacent 
streets. More armoured cars and 
army reservists still were de- 
ployed around the TV building, 
frith water cannon trucks nearby. 

The Yugoslav News Agency 
Tanjug said eight students were 
injured in the overnight dashes. 
Heavily armed police fired vol- 
leys of tear gas and repeatedly 
chafed the crowd, brutally beat- 
ing protesters. 

Hundreds of people staged a 
sitdown protest overnight, de- 
fying police orders to go home. 

Saturday’s violence erupted 
when riot police tried to disperse 
up to 100,000 people who defied 
a government ban to rally in 
Belgrade's main square and de- 
mand an end to media cen- 
sorship. 

A policeman and a 17-year-old 
demonstrator were killed, and at 
least 120 people injured, accord- 
ing to latest reports. 


Aquino urges military 
to wipe out al| rebels 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine 
military must finish the job of 
crushing a long-running Com- 
munist insurgency and eradicat- 
ing a threat to die government 
from army rebels. President 
Corazon Aquino said Monday. 

"The recent capture of leftist 
and rightist advocates of terror 
augurs well for long lasting peace 
in our land,” she told officers at 
Manila’s army headquarters in 
Camp Bonifacio. 

Though the Communist and 
right-wing threats to the govern- 
ment have waned, “I expect the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
to be no less aggressive in sue-' 
cessfully concluding the job it 
started,” she said. 

She told the officers "to be 
among the leaders of this cam- 
paign to vanquish the enemy and 
finally bring an end to tbe fight- 
ing.” 

Aquino has vowed to eradicate 
the Communist movement as a 
serious ducat to the country by the 
end of ber term in June. 1992. 

Armed Forces Commander 
General Rodolfo Biazon said a 
series of arrests over tbe past 
three months had crippled die 
rebel Reform tbe Armed Forces 
Movement, headed by cashiered 
Colonel Gregorio Honasan who 
launched two coups against 
Aquino in 1987 and 1989. 

Aquino has survived six right- 
wing coup attempts in tbe five 
years since she was swept to 
power in a popular revolt that 
ended 20 years of authoritarian 
rule. 

She reminded the 64 officers 
graduating from a military train- 


ing course of their commitment to 
human rights and international 
law. 

Since the euphoria of the "peo- 
ple power’’ revolt, popular ex- 
pectations have become more 
realistic, she said. 

"Tbe euphoria has subsided. 
The threats have waned too,” she 
said. 

The Communist rebel New 
People's Army bas fought for 22 
years to establish a Marxist state 
in Philippines. 

The Defence Department said 
in a report last month die number 
of guerrillas in the country had 
fallen to a six-year low, from a 
peak of 25,200 men in 1987 to 
about 17.000 in 1990. 

Army chief Major-General 
Lisandxo Abadia lak week ac- 
cused some commanders of fal- 
sifying battlefield reports to try to 
show the government was doing 
better against the Communist 
guerrillas than it really was. 

Meanwhile. Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus said Monday 
there has been no progress in his 
talks with U.S. officials on how 
much Washington must pay to 
continue using military bases in 
the Philippines. 

Manglapus returned Monday 
from Washington where he held 
more than a week of talks with 
Vice President Dan Quayle, 
Secretary of State James Baker. 
Defence Secretary Richard 
Cheney and others on the future 
of the six bases. 

Manila is demanding $825 mil- 
lion annually in return for allow- 
ing the Americans to use the 
bases for seven more years. 


Salvadorean ruling party claims victory in polls 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — The 
rightist governing party claimed 
Monday i( had received more 
votes than any other party in 
national and local elections, but a 
leftist coalition said its own adv- 
ances put the administration’s 
legislative majority in doubt. 

The government Republican 
Nationalist Alliance, or ARE- 
NA. said its projections indicated 
it would have “at least” 13 seats 
in the 81 -seat Assembly of De- 
puties elected Sunday. 

But analysts said the complex- 
ity of the formula according to 
which seats are apportioned 
made predictions of the makeup 
of the new assembly impossible. 

"Without complete official re- 
sults. no party can project with 
certainty the number of seats it 
will have." said Morgan Bojor- 
quez. statistical analyst for a local 
television station. 

It was not dear early Monday 
when official preliminary results 
would first be announced. 

Even so, ARENA supporters 
celebrated at their party head- 
quarters, igniting fireworks, 
dancing and cheering. To the 
accompaniment of a Maria chi 
band, they sang their party 
anthem, which vows that “El 
Salvador will be tbe tomb where 


the reds will end up." 

"It's up in the air who will 
control the new legislature, ” said 
Ruben Zamora, leader of the 
Democratic Convergence. The 
Convergence, an alliance of three 
leftist parties, said it took giant 
steps forward compared to its 
showing in the 1989 presidential 
election. 

Armando Calderon Sol. the 
incumbent mayor of San Salvador 
and president of ARENA, told a 
press conference his party re- 
tained its legislative majority. 

ARENA bas 32 seats in 'the 
current 60-seat legislature. The 
unicameral assembly is being ex- 
panded to 84 seats by means of 
Sunday's vote. 

Calderon had earlier proc- 
laimed victory in his personal 
re -election effort- He also 
claimed ARENA won more than 
70 per cent of the country’s 262 
municipalities. 

Roberto D’Aubui&on, ARE- 
NA'S founder and a cashiered 
former army intelligence major, 
said turnout nationwide has “a 
little over 50 per cent." 

Neither man provided figures. 

The Democratic Convergence 
said its projections put it in third 
place nationwide, behind ARE- 
NA and die Christian Democratic 


party, which governed from 1984- 
89. 

Convergence chief Ruben 
Zamora said he was "deeply 
satisfied" with tbe result of the 
vote for legislators, which be said 
"undisputably" placed tbe Con- 
vergence in third place nation- 
wide. ahead of the Party of 
National Reconciliation. 

He said the Convergence 
finished in second place in the 
province of San Salvador, the 
country’s most populous, and in 
the neighbouring province of La 
Libertad. 

Local television said early re- 
turns gave ARENA 46 per cent 
of the legislative vote in San 
Salvador province. It gave 22 per 
cent to the Convergence and 20 
per cent to tbe Christian Demo- 
crats. 

The Convergence bad received 
only 3.8 per cent of tbe vote in 
the 1989 presidential election. 

"Regardless of who controls 
the new assembly, an important 
number of legislators for the 
opposition will convert the 
assembly in a real tribunal and a 
force in favour of progress in 
peace negotiations." said 
Zamora. 

Ricardo Perdomo of the Cen- 


tral Electoral Council said voting 
was "normal and tranquil in 
general terms except for some 
problems in the zones of greatest 
conflict.’' 

Tbe guerrilla leadership, which 
has suggested recently it is aban- 
doning its identification with 
Marxian, declared a weekend 
truce for tbe elections. Itsaid the 
prospect of denying ARENA its 
legislative majority made this 
election different from previous 
ones. 

Rebel chiefs had said ARE- 
NA’S defeat would facilitate 
negotiations to end the war that 
are being held under the auspices 
of the United Nations. 

The rebels did not allow voting 
in a few sparsely populated re- 
gions under their control, and tbe 
army said one soldier and nine 
guerrillas died in scattered 
attacks elsewhere. But voting in 
the capital and other population 
centres was not disrupted. 

A survey of about 30 voting 
centres xmficated between 55 per 
cent and 60 per cent of tbe 
electorate voted in San Salvador. 
Early reports from the country- 
ride indicated turnout was lower 
there. There were 2.13 million 
registered voters in tbe counrty. 



Van Gogh painting 
sells for $1.3m 

CHICAGO (R) — An early 
pain ting by Vincent Van Gogh, 
Still Life With Flowers, fetch^. 

SI. 5 million from an anonymous 
bidder at an auction- The paint- 
ing, which measures 13 by 16 
inches (33 by 40 cm), depicts a 
vase containing bright red carna- 
tions and sprays of purple and 
■lavender flowers against a dark 
background. It bad been ■ ex- 
pected to fetch about $1 millioa. 
The high price might signal a 
revival in me art market, Leslie 
Hindman, the auctioneer of the 
previously unknown painting, 
said. Five bidders vied for the 
work, given the title by an expen 
who authenticated it. The buyer, 
who appeared to be an Asian, sat 
near the front and frequently 
waited until the last second to 
males his offers. He was whisked 
away at the end of the biddiq£. 

Retired civil servant 
wins lottery for 
third time 

SYDNEY (R) — A retired Au- 
stralian civil servant has won the 
National Lottery for the third 
time. The Canberra man, who 
was not named, was one of six 
people who shared tbe first prize 
of 375,944 Australian dollars 
($287,600) in the Tattslotto Lot- 
tery. He was a member of a 
syndicate of 10 workmates who 
won a first prize of about 500,000 
dollars ($382,500) in 1980. Four 
years later the man and nine 
other work colleagues shared a 
380,000 dollars (5290,000) first 
prize. Hrs latest win was with four 
members of his family and a 
friend, a statement from Tattsloi- 
to said Monday. [ 

HIV-positive South 
Koreans keep ; 
infection secret 

SEOUL (R) — Nearly all South 
Koreans who tested positive for 
the deadly AIDS virus in the port 
of Pusan have refused to tell their 
families, Yonhap News Agency 
said. Local authorities told 
Yonhap that 22 out of the 24 
people in the southern city who 
tested positive for the human j 
immunodeficiency Virus (HTV) £ 
were hiding it from their spouses 
and families despite repeated 
government urging?. “As a re- 
sult, family members who don't 
know about the situation for 
themselves face a greatly higher 
danger of infection if the infected 
person is not taking tbe fullest 
steps to prevent the spread of the 
vims.” Yonhap said. Under cur- 
rent South Korean privacy laws, 
third parties are banned from 
revealing the results of a test for 
acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS) to anyone but tie 
person tested. The HIV viruses' 
tbe first step to developing AIDS. 
Officials now say the government 
will claim the right to expose tbe 
results to immediate family and 
prospective spouses. "We en- 
courage them to tell their part- 
ners. But if they don’t we reafly 
don’t have any choice but to 
inform them ourselves." an offi- 
cial at the Health and Social 
Affairs Ministry said earlier this 
week. He did not elaborate. 

Calcutta scrutinises 
movie script 

NEW DELHI (R) — Calcutta 
intellectuals are poring over rhe 
script for City Of Joy and outdoor 
location shooting for the film has 
been temporarily banned, the 
chief minister of West Bengal sftts 
Jyoti Basu has said. The fi»n 
version of Dominique Lapierre's 
novel about an American doctor 
and a Polish priest working in one 
of Calcutta's most desperate 
slums has hit a raw nerve among 
officials in Calcutta. They have 
objected to the film for months 
saying it portrays only the sea- 
mier side of the city of 13 millioa 
people, which teems with the 
poor and homeless. Although 
sometimes portrayed as a sym- 
bol of urban disaster, Calcutta is 
also regarded as a vibrant cultural- 
centre. Tbe film is directed by 
Roland Joffe, who made the 
Oscar-winning Cambodian war 
movie The Killing Fields and 
stars Patrick Swayze of Diary 
Dancing fame. "We don't mmd 
poverty being projected. But is 
that all Calcutta?" Basu told the 
South Asia Foreign Correspond 
dents’ Qub. But he added: "At 
the moment we have no idea of 
stopping it.” He said his govern- 
ment had also asked writers and 
film producers in the city to ex- 
amine the script to see if it gives z 
fair portrayal of Calcutta, the 
capital of West Bengal. "We had 
very serious objections to the 
script and (Lapierre’s) book. 
They say they have changed. the 
script. So we have sent i ~ 
intellectuals to review,” sari 
Basu. leader of the Communist 
Party of India-Marxist which has 
niled the state for 12 years. - 





